(19) U^JrfJAPANESE PATENT OFFICE 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

(11) Publication number 2000230419 A 



(43) Date of publication of application: 22.08.00 



(51) Intel F01N 3/24 
F01N 3/08 
F01N 3/20 
F02D 41/14 




(21) Application number 11030668 


(71) Applicant 


TOYOTA MOTOR CORP 


(22) Date of filing: 08.02.99 


(72) Inventor 


HIROTA SHINYA 






TANAKA 


TOSHIAKI 



(54) EXHAUST EMISSION CONTROL DEVICE FOR COPYRIGHT: (C)2000,JPO 
INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE 



(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To execute a reviving 
process for the SOx absorbing agent at an 
appropriate time in an exhaust emission control 
device comprising an SOx absorbing agent 
upstream of an NOx catalyst 

SOLUTION: An SOx sensor 24 and an NOx catalyst 
20 are provided downstream of an SOx absorbing 
agent 17. At the time of rich spike immediately 
after reviving the SOx absorbing agent 17, the SOx 
concentration in the exhaust gas downstream of the 
SOx absorbing agent 17 is detected by the SOx 
sensor 24. Based on the size of the SOx 
concentration, the state (degree) of the thermal 
deterioration of the SOx absorbing agent 17 is 
judged so that frequency of reviving the SOx 
absorbing agent 17 is increased according to the 
progress of the thermal deterioration. 
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(57) [g^] 



ISS] NOx««©±*«cSOx«JD0W*fl|jlAd»ai 
^ffciaftCteO-r. S OxRJD3W©W£*B»*3aiE&ll$ 

[WW*®] SOxRlDWWl 7©T»{CSOxte>1f2 
4iNOx«i2 0?:gll S OxftftftJ 1 7 &if£l/ft: 
ffifg©! 1 ? ^^-f^RKc. SO)d2>-9-2 4(Ccfcor 
SOxBkiRfflll 7©TfttCfett&$£l;tf;*©SOx©iift 

ski 7©^t©tt» <ms) t«eu mxitomn 
(cisorsoxiRiOQpji 7©ii^«ie[*^<-r-s„ 




1 

m^m i ] ( a ) mmwM^mteftmwiMmmm 
sstcieg s nifc at &gEM#x ©3*Rjta» - >© 4 # 

#tc©Jix^fcSOx£j&aiT£SOx©Jjx1f'J4 > (a) iff 
IBS OxfflHD8W«fc *) bTtitomiznmMffitt&wztim 

At &&$MfZ ©att* 'J - >© i * fc N Ox£©J|X 
OiiKAT SSKltf* ©IMRMtttfiSl » 4 # K ©4*" Ltc N 
Ox*ttttiTSNOx!RJKS04. (^) BUfBNOxtRjRgiJ 

ox©©nx • fflcm^wffli-r^ < smh#^©£ 

*8Jt »t * SBR^tRtk W»^gi 4 . < - ) BUS2 S O 
xSRiRSUa* 6 S O x* ttffl £ 1*T S O xeRHX^J^rBi $ if 
&^<#«#*©!*3RWS*{g«-r-SW£#fSi4. £41 

( * ) nemstsmttwrn^sttc «t o stfti^©2«Jt 

£X h^**fctt»J ? 9HC$U®Jl,fc4#©iiufBSOx© 
iOa>J©T»K:*JW*SFSl^©S Ox?&K£fcfetBT& s 

©*< b©««*«er *^bwje#« 4 . ( h > mib^ 
*i*j«s«w©»«iWbiSB. 

[ ffl*qi 2 ] mrlB^i tfltfg &c J: £ S O xSRiR3iJ© 
^b«^«. SOx»J0OiJ©B*»TiB««:ifi(r»Np)BItc 
HifTS C 4£^®iT^»lf^iI 1 CCBBtftDfttRftH© 
PJRifKbiSg. 

r»9j©w*B&8Min 

[0 00 1 ] 

^M^DPtti^n^i^^Xj&^filg^b^ (NO 
x) £^br*c4#r**gF«jWbSSBJcM-r*«>© 

[0 00 2] 

[ fae*©8« ] #»M^"5jtg^rt^Hj: ») spm s n s 

^STC^NOxfii^tCf^Sn^NOx^JR^*^., N 
gSJgiaSUHWF) ©4#{CNOx£©jRu iftASMn, 

# * ©&^r&g#{£T l, tc 1 * «: ©Jtx u n o x£ mm 
&©■?£>*), c©NOx©iR^i©— «-c£>£©jgyi 

TcSNOxftfeSStt^ i£Agfm#*©£$.ib#';-> (BP 
*i. l^®!|HJ#fflmT) ©4#KNOx£©JRU SKA 
gF»#X©®^aig#<gTLfc4 ^(C©iRt/cNOx£ 

[0003] c<D^uM7vmNo>m.m (wr. 

*£&&(,>ttNOxMfi84l> i 5C£6&.5>) £^^bJ 
tl^rt^M©gf^fflgS{ciBaT & 4 . V - >£$Sit© 
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J±©#£ » # X tfjjfeft ft: 4 $ tc j)£jK K ©JR 3 ft X I » 7fc N O 
x#NO J 4l.-rfetH3ft. 3 6(CgFM**X*©HC-^C 
0^4'©S7cgR^'K:j:-orN l {cS7c3ti < BP%NOx# 

[0004] 4 C5r, — «(C. F«3MM©^4(C«^ 

*W©«E*#jW«*I LtSO^SO.ft 4*©ttj*BH&& 
(SOx) *9Bi-T*. B?IB©jSjS3rMNOxfel!M«. N 
Ox©«JRrofl.£lf 5 ©4 m C^f ^-XATgNo^Xtfi 

©sox©©iR5rtf 5©r. ftmmmoiwmmssccco 

NOxSM£lBa-r^4. C©NOxM8tftttNOx©<& 
^6TSOxfe!!RJ|X$n.5„ 

[000 5 ] iC5#, BufBNOx^g£fc©iK3*a/tS 
Ox»B#Pa1fIj®4 4 fcfc£j£&5*ttW[£j&fiS-rSfc«>> 
BUfBNOxS4^^6NOx©S5JtU • Stc^t 5 © 4|S]D^ 

«ISI***4. NOxttill*i©SOxS8Hfe&tft;*rr&4. 
&m<D N O xSRjRS**^^> b T gfm^'X cfi© N O x©l^ 
*£+^(c?f 5 C i # fj: < Aj: o n 6xjWta&*a*ffi 
T-r^„ cn*s3fwsox»#r*s. 

[0 00 6] -ecr. «jttflgcSNO)d)«8©NO^fc 

fe±jttC. SF»,^Xifi©SOx£3E(c©iR-r-5.SOx©i|X 
^I^IBML. N OxMiSCC S Ox**i**i&3E J: 5 tc L 
TSOxtt»©|»±*ig->A:SfSUWb»»6iHI«3nr 

[0007] ffriBs oxgRiRaija. atA^©s*Kit** 
>;->©i^tcsox£©iixL > ifcAtfx<Dmmi§k&& 

{gl,i i # (CRJK Otc S Ox* S O, 4 L r 4>©T 
C©SOx©JtXS'J©SOx©J|X^aiC^PE { 3*^ 

»J*>6SOx*ftHi$1±SAaa. iP^S^MIiSrHfT-f 

[0008 ] S OxK«OW©»*«Hia{IS«:oc>Ttt. 
Mz-tfm$^m2 6 0 5 5 8 0-^©#f^fg{cgg^$ 

nn>*. c©^$s(Cctn^ sox»JDafu«:«jRsn 
fcSOx*»msi*s«:tt. «EASf»//x©S«Sifc%^ 

*0. S/c. SOx(RJtSSfiJ©iaS^t^*«SOx*ifiS[tH 

[0009] S Ox»«a»©flSfeSt»»Si»«:S Ox/SS 
*W c ©B^F«,«iaiiar ^h^jfciiy 
•y^-C*^»©-C. S£SF**NO>dBs««cij6t,Tt>W£ 
PM*©SOxl*NOxftB®{CSRjR$tl«:< < . ■€■©$$ 

[ 0 0 1 0 ] fcfe. iWB&««CH^3tiA:fl^«il!jRfSf 
r». SOx®iR^J4NOxM^4£igi^-r-5gm i B^e. 

b r n OxM^£3[H|-r e /< w&*mi z> t 



3 

icfa?i>y&iRMic®*)wz.z%mwwfrzm-f, sox 
ftjRffi^ 6 s o x*fisctH $ a zngjemmf wtmnm 
w& tc <fc 9 a* % >n * ass tc ggn s <c *> tc u r 

N OxW«tfCtt«En!fel> J: ^tcU. «±&S£Ht?l,T 
H ft t >B#tC ttgMWJ»#K: «fc 0 SBRtf* l:NO xM^OC 

WLfth <£ -5 tcbT/W^fflKtctifeta&i,:.^ -5 tcf& 
CiOCi-^-C. NOxM&tCSOx^SRiR 3*1-5© £5111 

[ooi n 

fiW©«IP#lffl#tiH£B#fln K 3t L /c 4 * 4 f £ 4\ (,> 

■rtiicLx bftfmMommxmvmnic -?xm£.m 
micmutc^^mMux^^, 

[0012] LfrLtelfih. SOxRJRSUttfcfCgMfctf 
it<DMft tc J: o r S O x® ifcfJ© S O xRiRgfitfilfeO L 

tcm&c. sas«c«sox!RJDsw*w4-r^*i^"c*s 
s o m.&mow£jfiM*i a am fc. 

[0 0 1 3 J SOx«iDSW©J»^b!iJ»ffrS4 

JPJ©«^^ fc*% 4it A,T t > I »«te«C ti. NO xtt&fr 

tctf (x^-^fttc) * h ^*2fctty * 5f- (JWTv c 
ft*«;»**M-f*£l»$) tci,fc4#tc. ^©gfm*' 
^3^SOxeRiRSUtcdfe4ir*)@«i)-C5SB#HI)i:fc»SOx(R 

iC^j^'=>sox«auj$n^^. Xsfrhtnifih. sox® 

JKSy©#&5*^b# jWT L/ fciS^tC « . 4 x. 4 t, » jl 
4*>milB U 9 9<Bmm.il S OxRJD9Htci& 

ttfc4#fc. SOxfRjR^6SOx*sfii:tli$*a^J;^(C 
-&©i£Jfi. SOx^NOxft^tC^ttiAA/cSOx 

[0014] #fWittc©J: 9 «cfi£*©Sas©WjB^i«: 
«*rttStiA:*>©r*0. *^^*L.«fc^4-r-5 
gjjB«. S Ox©4xj?J©lf££®IE&iS5MBtc^T it. 
N O xflR«#J© S OX»«*l»JI:-r S C 4 tC & 3 0 

[0015] 

^^Brsfe^rtji«MSM©g^a8SK:i2g3niJSATS 
©sayta* y - > © 4 # ^ S O x£ Rift L ifcA 
•r*»a^©BttRiBfi3Wfit>4*K»JRUA:SOx* 
fifca-r&SOx©JK#J4. ( D ) flf/IB S OxflRfRSfl J: Kf i> 
T«©ffrej»aiiB«:EHS tiiiEA-r *SP«j5/x©S*8 
Jfc# y - >©4 # N Ox£©JR UifcAf 4 gFM#X© 
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J0WJ4. <m) KfiBNOx»JDaf1tCteWSNOx©!RjR • 
tkWfSP#S 4 . ( — ) buI a S O xH&W.fflfr 6SOx^ftffi 

mwicis^x, <*> mssmsmstmm^stic^m 

©B«fas 0)d»*?JW©Ti*«:*JWSSP«^©S Ox?£S 

io *ia*Bi-c«aLfcSP»35/^©soxiftflEtcs-3(,»rffir 

IBS Ox»iD0W©^b©ttffll*J|3JS-r 4al5{bJ|3|3£#a 
4 . ( h ) tWa^b*U3£#S«: J; 0 «JES n/c S Ox© 

miaxzitotmicfc cxmtm^mc * *> s o* 

«0M©W*«K*SCie-r*ll*«fl3EII^®4. 

[0016] ±jasfl|iS*»6tt**|fei«©F«ij(tS«RI©SfSl 
iWkSSBrB. j»^m{WW^©3&sSf«^^©3g«SJt 
*y->{CSU^Lri>i4#{CgfM^cf©NOxJ&JN 

ox®iixffjK:?Rjix$4a, mf&mttmm&mifinmiiz 
20 (D&mtzx h-f=f j fc« y » ^ecMflrr -s c 4 tc «t o 
SP«^©H8Ri*ffi*iST3-&r(,>&4&«:. NO* 
JK^KC5RJK$ftfcNOx#j!&m3ft£„ -ett, gfM^ 
«tfc«W#BW*«flWfx©fflBifc*x » 
^tcft0ffliort»S4*«:. SOxf^S^tB^m^SOx® 
iRSfiJT^©^«^X©SO«fiS^ttiU. ^ttl$ti/c 

s ojdfttttca-^«,»T^f b*03e^gi#t s ox®i(x^j©^{b 
c^itmm) ^fj^-rs. 3 etc. &itmmm$.<D 
mmm^cm 0 rs*«a3Qg#gw* s o x®nx^j©« 
l . w^#©»^m^©s^«s-c s o x 

30 KJRSiJ^rll^-r-S. cntCJrO, SOx?RiRffJ©S Ox© 
JK^fi*^btcJ:-?T<£TLfciS£tc&. S Ox©iR?fiJ 
«3SiE^B$Xli(c||i$n-5J: ; 5tC^^>4 4^tC. NOx 
©iR^J*5 s Ox&#-r Z><D*ffi±?Z> C 4/&S-C* 
[0017] *^(c^srt^gg©gpM^b^Mtc*j 

S;©y ->>'■»*- >**v y >x>^>^>7 r -f -fe'jn>y 

[0018] *#Ma«cteC>T. Sf«^©2S«ttb£«. 
^M^ffiSSSL^S OxffliJtxSiJJ: 0 4>±iiire©gMniiSg 

40 icm^ 3 hfc^SM (^fb7K^) ©Jt%i»5. 
[0019] *^tc^5rt^H©^j#{b^Btc*j 
t^T. SOxeRjR?PJ4L/rti. T;U5^-*^^^f0{*± 
KiCu.' ^Fe. ?>^Mn, - ?^Jl/Ni©J;^ 
^cag^S. th'J'jANa, ?^>T i *5cfci>-y 
AL i a>6iltfft/c4>&< i4j — ?*i&&Vtct><D&m 
^•TiCiAS-CtS. */c. SOx5rgg^-r^->S0 4 '- 
©^T'SOx«RiRS'JF«5tC©J|x3na<f -S/ca6tC. SOx 
©iRffJ©tfltf±tc. S^Pt, A^yjAPd. p^-t; 
a r h © c > m m ft 5 -5 © *i$f £ L t ^. 

50 [0020] *i%w(c^srt^«K©Pmmb^gtc4B 
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Si^tf* ©Sg^Eita* l> - >© £ t K N O x£g&4X L . 

SNOxMIIJ, mtiT^S^-^JH^iL. C©f§ft 

a, #Jl'i-"}ACa©<fc5&T;I/2; , .;±3S. -5>£>L 
a . -f h 'J -5 A Y© J: 5 fc«±8»» e>iiB;ta/c^& < 
£fc— o£. fi&P t©J:5&«&H£*sfflJ#i**iTi5c 

[0 02 1 ] *^K«SW«S«M©Sf«liWt«««:fc 

or. AjKttn^^v ';>x>i?>©i«^tc«, 

fc. rt^M3&^-<--fe*juj:>^>©is^(c« > gtms 

*4t>B. SOx»iDGW<fc'3*>±i«®SPaUWS 

[0022] Xftwtc&zftmmmmm&itmmcto 
or . &itmm^mc «t & s ox®nxso©^bttsi©*ij 

SB. SO>«ffiteHJ#&ecj:9imH;*ftfcSOx»lS*J 
JBFI > « 4T S O x® iR^J©^fc #jt (, » £ £ *lJ5£-r £ . 
S O x&JR3!lft> h tm 3 *l £ S O xBB S O x©^j?iJ©S 
fitfc *>««■$■*©"?. SOx®itXSiJ©SS(Cj;or#iJS 
|£^£C&o<£^cT&©j&W£Lt,>. rotable 
B. m«. SOx!RiD0W©^ttt«©*«£»S£«c4 
S Ox?£fi£ S Ox©JjJ?^J©&KKJ£DT^-#f83E tt 

o-r *si»b. s ox©jD^fij^§fS©ai»sa[ 

© £ t bK.«©JpJje»H £ ft 4 S OxiilS *WS 
Sb-C*i#. SOxrm^Ui#l5^J:0t^tbSn/cSOx 
ifiK*S»fflJ$tcfaWS S Ox?^S(cffliEb/c±-C^fb 

[002 3] #fS9?K^*i^g^©^a?Hb£SSCc:te 
or. H*«ffiSOS*S«:j:*sOx»J0aiJ©S*«K 
©fSii, PflAtf. SOx^(K&JjW£B#JWCtgUfc*>> 

®fr<Dmm&m £ & * s o xRjft&s*>«H skbsh * 

^MTS C £tc J: OjSJ&T £££#-?#£. f?£8ffig: 
K#® tt. S O x»JKai©5lWfc;W*:S < tt £ K 0 tcifi -> 

r, s ox»JWW©iis«flE*^ < r ^ tc^s-r 

■5. 

[0 024] #^Kft«A«mH©!iSUHb«»(C4s 
l^-C . <&\tm&$-W£. <fc £ S O xfRlKS'JO^bfiJSB. 

s o x&m<i<DU£j&Tm'&ici5.i<>mMi / cnft * &©# 

VfSLlK CtlB^©S*fCj;^ 0 S Ox®J|3^iJ©^b 

tmf>mom^v$>^-ci>. sox®tR^j{c®jR$nr 

^■SSO xfi*s^ C>B£'S Ox£j6fcfcBb4l< &£„ 

ot, SOxKJlXgiJiCtRjR^ta-Clr^SOxfi^GfiS 
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©£ #K S Ox»JlJ^J©&<b#iJ5£&iltf -r*-*W*!lJEIli 
< fc g . $ , SO x©JRS!J©f?£S:f&B©i|X $ 

ft-co-s s oxfi^^r^i^ci4>s oxBSR[ti$n(c 
[0025] ^Bj(c^^,rt^M©pm^b^gr 

B. SOx®HX^J£NOx®4X»J£©ra^6g^iiSS*^- 

« l n o x»jRjw«i@ u rgf^^'x zffi-r^ j ;*xm 

8§£tS:W . * % N O xM^ £ A /^^jiSg©t»t* 

*-«caiR0"rife-rsfaijfe*i*i5»*®*Kw. so 

xlSW©S4 4 1 BSf M** X ^ / ^-XilSS^ L , S 

0 xPRlRS'J^S^ UTt>«cl»£#tC Bg * N O x® 

ilxS'J^TJ; J 5tc-r^>c£fepj«g-r*-s 0 c©J:-5tc-r 

£ . SO xSRiRfJ© W5fe^»?r N O x«iRS«JK:ijfc*i<c t > 
J;5ic-r^c£/&^*^., fc/c"U CCJ:9K/W^ 

■5. 

[0 02 6] 

[|6?l©IIJ6©Jg»] ^BJtc^^rtM«M©P 
«^b^g©— ^M©fl5SI?:S 1 ^607 ©Sfflfcat,^ 

[ o o 2 7 ] a i ittftwzmmmMnjmKmmmvv 
y > x > ^ > {cjgffl o /c«^©«i^it^;$:^-r0 

[0 0 2 8 ] h 6 ISttl&TZ&BQ&ftU'C-y- 

-V*is>7 1 0(CSM$n. S^l?9CCB^^©«--J<- 

h 6 rtcc^wr jam* i i # 

W6nrO€>„ 1f-i?ir>* 1 OMS^^ h 1 2*Jcfc 
0'XT7P^-^? 1 3^t/M/-Cxt^ U-^ 1 4 

sn. vsm.z>7 v i 2F"3(c(nav i 5*5geg$ 

[0 02 9] -^T, j»«sj«- h 8 tm»?-** F 1 6 
£/M/T S Ox^J^J 1 1 ^mVtc^r-iy^tfl 81C 
iSSSti. 1 8 ©tHPSPBgfm'g 1 9^U 

rgRiSSTciiNOxflj!^ (NOxgRiRSO) 2 o&ftmvtc 
1 (CjgiSSn-COS. J^T> ©BBItcSN 
OxM^2 0*NOxM^2 0£BST. C©-^— >>i/2 

1 BP^W2 2£:ft-OT@7j^&C>v-7^-&cJgj^$ft 

[0 03 0] ->"-^>y2 l©APgP2 1 a £gf»»2 
2B. NOxS4^2 Ofcaia-rS'-W 2 6tC«fc-5 

-»^2 1©APSI52 1 a (CB, 7?faX-ii 2 7 CC 
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jtjrtXWZ 6 ©APSP£ mm L SON 0xtt»2 0- 

[0 03 n i>i^>=i> hn-;Uffl©*?-iWffll;z.=. » 
I- (ECU) 3 OttT^^^t^-^^fc^ jR 
^^'^3 1 Ki^tffllKgH^hfcROM (!/-K 

■=&«;) 32. RAM (7>^A7i'tXyt 
•J) 3 3. CPU (t>|-7Jl'7'Pt7ta-^) 3 
4. A#*-H3 5. h 3 6 SHOW*. X7 

?py-£ 1 3ttRA£»«K:H:0lOfctttf7WE*:#fe£ 
U C©ffl;fc*EE#AD£E«HS3 7*^t,TA*#- h 
3 5KA7j3ft5. 

[0032] s om&m i 7 ©rifc©»*Mf 1 

9 tctt. S Ox®iR^J l 7 *m?tSf«^^©ffliSK:ifcW 

#J 1 7 *fflfcgHfctf*©S Ox«fl[K:Jt«LA:a^«BE 
**^-rSSO)rfe>1f (SOx«fi«iffi#S) 2 4^ 
0W6*lTfc») l SSH2>1t2 3©Hi^mEE<!: SOx 
*>tf2 4©W;&*jE#-e*l-eftADffife83 8. 4 0 
*^l/TA*#-h3 5K:A*j3*l-5. $/c. A;fttf- 

h3 5«ctt«wiiEKs»**rm*-'^i'^*ie^"r-5inE 

tfc-fe>U-4 l#«»3hTl»S. ttJ*)*- h3 6tt»Jfc 
■T^liKj[3IS§3 9 ^^-LT^^.^A^4*iJ;C>mf4«*f 

[0 03 3] C©2f V V >x>i/>tB, flSfctf&Setc 
*-^C»r«M4*»l^lBITAU*simjSn*. 
TAU=TP • K . 

iE»»*^ l/TOi. S^AM^ie^M T P ttttMSs 'J 

> *wc«$& $ n 5 *i^n©£B*Jt £ sfj&£$J± i -r 5 
©tc^^^^ra^LTt^. c©a#w» 

<«A£««Q/«WiaiE»N > feJctfftlKliatE&N© 

mm. t u x m 2 k^t <* 5 & v 9 /©it? «>r om 3 
2 tciatt s n r t > * . mjemk k k«h ~> y > y w (c 
3 ti«S«SUDSjKH:«Mflir * tci^<omLX$> r> 
■c. k= 1 . o-e*n«««i^y>yrtccfti&sns« 

££U*aa&£«5J:b£&5. CtHcMLXK< 1. Ottft 

3BHRJtJ:9 4>AS < BP-fc •;->££ 9. K>i. 

K9tt£jRSH: £ 9 3 < % 9 . BP*. 'J » * £ ft £ . 
[0 034] C©HS6©0Sg©#v y >x>^>T« > 
^MiS*aMjllg«l^-C«ffliE^SfeK©ffl*U . 0J:0 

b'hz ^mt 3 n-c y - ymmtifflw&ft t>n. mmis 
nmrnmnm. x>s?>ttttt»©MKUB*. mmm. 

M12 0 km/h«±©3©iai£B$K:«1iiE^K© 
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M^lii-C«ffiiE^K©ffl(i 1 . 0 J: 0 fc*s&ffl£ 

5. 

[0035] ftvmmvitMft. 3 n 5 $s 

MUE«»K©tf*Ji. o£K>i>'l^< 3ft-c. y->*i 
^*hr*h^ ©6*1 a c £«:&*. 
[ 0 0 3 6 ] m 3 Kft&ftg 3 zmm 3 n z&mtr* * 

©Hi*W«cfiS»©aiaf*«WfWK:^urt»s. c©0*> 

10 e^^-s^^tc. ^M3^6Sftts$ti-sg^^+© 

*«HC, C O ©?g& ttj&fc^ 3 ft tc s n s 
©£*Rit** 'J ? 5« £ifAU 3 s6»6Sf ffi 

3ti*ffl^«©fflBSib*sy ->icft6«£if A-r€. 0 
[0 03 7 ] ^r— >>^2 lrt^CJ|X§$m:i-^NOx 
tt&2 0tt. mtfTJl' 5 :*-£*§#£ U C©S^±tC 
m«*y)AK. th'J^ANa. 'Jf7ALi, -b 

->>5ACa©ck i >ftT^^y±S. 7>^>La. ■> 
20 h y fAYOi 5 tt#±StJ&»e>»tfft;te4>tt < £ fc— o 
£. fi^P t©J:^<cH^«£*Jffl^sn-C3tc*. 
©milSSfc cfcO'NO xMil 2 0 J; 9 ±»£©^ma8grt 

^2 0^©«EAgf»^X©^ib£^-r^ («T. P« 
^J:b£BSI*-r^) £. C©NOx84^2 0». 
«SJtJW y - >© £ * tc ttN Ox*!RJR U . iftASf 
*©lt*ilK*JiST-r ^. £ RJR LfcN Ox%SMfJ-r* N 
Ox©!RS[ffl^ffl^f 5. 

[0 03 8] <c*j. N OxM$2 0 J; 9 ±^©Sf»a8S 
30 pjtctim (^b7j<*) *St»tt2g«WSfla&S4aftl»*»^ 
CCtt. »«^Jttt*R^3rt«c^$ns«^«©2' 
Mibtc— SfcL/. Lfc^-jtCOJg^KB. NOxM^2 

0 3 p»g tc«i§ $ n *fi£«©fflR«Jt a* y - >© 

£^(C«NOx^r?RiRL. ^^3(*3tC^3n-Sjg^ 
©&^rig#{£T-rS £(RJKUfcNOx^S[tB-r-2> 
C£(Cft.S«, 

[003 9] ±^©N OxM«2 0 ^ISKSFSUiKrttC 

ieg-rntfc©NOx^2 o^h^ccnox©©^^ 

fPffl«04 JC/nf J: "5 ft^ ^-XA^ffcntl,^ 4>© 
£^^.6*1-5,, ^(C. C©^*-XACCOC^TfH^±{C 
fi£P t y ^7 AB a 3 #fcJ«^^Wc £ 

fte©g^«. TJU^y^js, r;u*y 
[0040] in^. ^ASfm**^*^ft o y 

£^ASf«*'^*©^^a^ArUtciiAU. 04 
(A) tc^^n-Sxfc^tC^O, ifiO 2 -XitO'-<0BV 

e#p t©affifc{«t-s„ tsfeAP^^xtc^* 
so *isno«. e^p t©a®±-corx«o 2 -£SJ^ 
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U NO, £&£ (2N0 + 0, -^2NO ; ) „ 
[0 04 ll^Ut, £j£3*T.fcN0 2 ©— SHit. 

p t±-egffk§no-?NOx«S2 ortJaRJKSft-rK 

^•;?ABaO£*§£L&#e>. 04 (A) (C^Stl 

* j: ^ «cm -c * > n o 3 - com-c n o 2 0 ^ tcjg 

ti-r^ 0 C©J:5tCOrNO)o6JNOxtt8«2 0rt«:!RJR 

[0042] «tASF«^*©BBR«fl»«m»IRO 
PtOSfCNO.^MSn, NOx|&£2 0©NOx 

[0 04 3] CfttC^CT. SEASfSl^itJCDiMRiftJS 

(NO/^NO,) (Cii^. NOx84ig2 0 F*9©5g®K * 
>N0 3 -^NO^/c«NOCD?fJ-CNOxM^2 0^6St 

asti*. bps. «EA»«^^*©i«Raia[*5i6T-r* 

£> NOxMi2 0*6NOxA^a§n^Ci{C^I,„ 

ESic^^n^jc^cc. i7SEA3#ft#x©y->©jg^t> 
< **i tfMsAgwwx * (ommStWfi^rf u oit 

xfe&$? 2 0 * 6 N O xj&JftW 5 ft C £ £ £ . 
[0044]-^ C©£#> *S*^ 3 1*3 3 ft & 

a^sw** h + * tat y 9 sftTgMas&u*:*** 
h-f*Sfc«'J v^-tcfcai. 0 3&c^3ft&.j;Mcii 

HC, COtt, B£P t-hCWROrXttO^&KJtl, 

[0045]3ifc, i«2itb*5^ h -f + Sfctt y 9 
«c -5 £ fliE Agf^x tfJ©Mi£r<gK#@K (c fiTt -5 ft 
sWcNOxfi&&2 0a>6NO,£;fcttNO#£SttiJ3;ft C 
©NO^fcttNOIJ, 04 (B) lC9jk£ti2 > £5< l C5fc 

Ihc, co£srsurS7c-a-L*^>nrN J £^c-s 0 

[0046]IP^ 8SAS^^X4J©HC. COIt $ 

ra^p ticg^orxtto'^/c^^tcrasur^ 
lb-tfba?>6ft. *t,>-ce^pt±©iiorxao ! -*i 
mssft-c&g/cHc, co#g£oTt,>ft«. c©h 

C. COfCjc^TNOxM^ 0 7^]&&3ft;fcNOx*J 
«fcO'x>*/>;&> 6PfcH 3ftfcN Ox#N , KjIt&S bai> 6 

ft&„ 

[0 04 7 ] C©«t5CCL-rS^P t©^M±(CNO, 
*/c«NO#??:i£L<&< &££. NOxM^2 0^6iX 
*>£^£NO,g/c&*NO*^fcH3ft. S6tCN,(ca' 

tcitV v 9HcT££&l£Pfl©l*3(CNOxM8l2 0j5>*>N 
Ox#fifcttiSft£C£&Cfr.5„ 

[0 04 8 ] C©«fc5«C. P^j^J:b*sy->{c^-5£ 
NOx*5NO)#i2 0fC©JR3ft. gMn£*«i:b£ X h ^ 
tiSWi'J 9 ?CC**££NOxtfNO)AUR2 0^65S 
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[0 04 9 ] £C3-C, C©H*©^S8-C«SJjfiUfe<t 
5 GC, ^^«i£B#(C»M«EM3F«3tC^3niig^ 
#V ■??£?*a > ^fciSS^fjl^B#. X>iP>#}»B#© 

istiaiEB# > flnjSB^ so'120 km/hfiLL©sKiji 

tt*ft^St# y - >£ 3 ftS©T. {£43fU9]ItKl$tcgtel 
*'X"}J©NO)rf)SNOxtti2 0(CK)R§ti, ±MMM^ 

mR z/miiffimwfrc n o *8m 2 0 * ?> n oxwriu 3 

ftil7n3ft-5>C £tt&£. l*#>l/&#56. 
10 St>t*i*JiWiIIE©8ft0*4>&< . &4>JtffiiHE©JI& 

< -e©ingiisi8, *i*wftK. n o x©fifem . 

Pa1&C-£ft& < & 9 . NOxtt!S2 0 0NOx©R)Rig^ 
«fflIbTNOx*«iK'CS&< ttoTL*5. 

[0050] -ec-c. c©n*©?e»"Ctt. y->*n^ 
iR©j«»S3WtTtotirt»**g^. EP^^iSA^fas^f-? 

ffl) icx b -f + Sfctt y 9 ^S^»©«S«8**tfto*i* <fc 
5«ciB£Sl©3£«Jt£:8lfflJU JSJBWWCCNOx©ittm 
• Stc^t -jtlr^. C©<fc5tCNOx©©&Uj©fc#> 
20 tc. SF«S«SJt (C©HSfe©0Sir«®^©^l:t) 

HfiimBfjicm^mn-v ry->j £ r^w^h 

5) J *£2«c»9iI3ft-5J:9tCfflfip*-Se:£*. & 

T©ittw-c»y -> • y 9 zmmtwir. 
[0051] -15. mmtamn (s ) *s^$txrtj 

0 . j&*4#©5SH#*SS#E-r -S£SO^S0 3 ^ £'©5SH 
mm (SOx) 3&sa^U. NOx«t2 0{Jl^t 
©cne.SOxt>©4X-r€.,, NOxM$J2 0©SOxPKi(X 
^^7-XA«NOx©iRy ^7-XA£pJD-C*-5£^ 
30 BP%. NOx©©JR^^-XA^BJt/c£* 

£IHai(C J S<*±fca^P t tecfcOV-oj ^AB a^rfif#3 
1*/c«^*^(c£or|{iWTS£. BuaiGfccfc^ic. $ 

■;->©£#«:«. , 1 - xtt o J - 

©^TN Oxl*Ji2 0 ©B^P t ©SM(CM*L/r*J 
•5. ij£Agf^*X*©SOx (WltfSO,) ua#p t 

©ass±-c^t; $nrso 3 £^^ 0 
[ 0 0 5 2 ] -e©f£. ^sn/cscM*. a^pt© 

*®fgw:^b3n^^6NOxS4^2 0rt«:©iR3n 
TiMbxy ^ABaO£M^L. »^>SO,'-0 
40 ^t?NOx)i!l!^2 OrtfC&tJfOSfEMiaBaSO^^S-r 

< . afEA#E*,:tfX©3£j8*J:b£ 'J 9 ^(CLT k#8?3ft-T 
(CNOxM^2 0F*9tC^oT L$ ^. U/cj&S-dT. BiJrBl 
igia«:#(,iNOxfi^i2 0rt©B a S 0 4 ©£jj£fi#i#A 
f -S£NOxS4*i2 0©©JR(CM-^-c#-5)B aO©ii#s 
^UTNOx©^J|Ktl^j*i®TL>rL/^^„ cn*^BP 
^SOx^r^S. 

[0 05 3 ] -g-C-C. C©^Jt©^-C«NOx®Hx^J 
2 0(CSOx*^At^c^cf:5K: x SiEA-r-5gP»*'X© 
50 SI8Jt*« y - >©£ # K S Ox*RiR bSfcA-r 
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^©B»aiK*jffii»i *«ciRjRi/fcs oxzmm-? * s 

Ox©HX>Wl 7*, NOx^iR5iJ2 0 iHi&iai 
Tt>*©T**. C©SOx®l|X»Jl 7«. SOxUfciRJW 
1 7K^AT£#Ma#x©£Mit#y->©4ttUJS 
Oxi«{CNOxfc!R«-r**«. «EA-r*SF»?!/^©2gjK 

jt% ^ h * $ /c« y 9 f- ic bmm&&&i& < & & i © 

iRUfcSOx«#»!3-Cfc< NOxtftWTi. 
[0 054]»2l/fcJ:5K: l NOx»4J£2 OTiiSOx 
*«ftJfc<* *i* 4 356 L fcifelltt BaSO, $ ft. 
*©*S*. NOx««2 0KflEA-r4»fSl^©2*Rtfc 
h-r**fct4U L/T*>SOx*JNOx»JW2 0 

*»€>SWiiSft&<&S. l^ot, SOx®iKSiJl7 

Lfc<h#tcSOx©iR^Jl 73&»6SOx3W6Jcffl$ftSJ:5 

j^-rsoxRiRaoi 7rttc#«FS-a«fc5{c-r**>. 

aS04^3ei/ttl»tt»-rSOx»iRffl|l 7(C??£-f£ 

i^tsciMfifts. cft^Bj^i-r-ssox 

»JRJW 1 7 4 OXit. T^5^*>6*SJift±JC«C 
u. SFe, ?>#>Mn, » $vl>N i ©J: 5 
ii, -^h'J^ANa, ?£>T i *J<fcC/y ^9 AL i 
*»6»#ftfcil>tc< 4 6— o&B&t/fcS Ox®J|X»ii 1 

[0 0 5 5 ] C©SOx8RJRJMl 7Ttt, S OxftJRJW 1 

7 (c^at znmtfz. ©gg«sjta« y - >© 4 * jcgpai*/ 

^©SO^SOxRJRSfll 7©*ffiTIMtSft->oi* 
BK-Y*>S0 4 1 -©^T?SOx«RjR»(1 7f*Jfc:©i|X$ft. 
^»T?SOx»JR»Il 7rttCj£aStSft*. C©ti^. S 
Ox©JR^"J 1 7 ©fflf*±(C fi^P t . A-'^APd, 
ny^ARh©^^©t»-rft<p*fflJt3lfr*s< 4SO 
,#SO 3 l -©0-efi#P t , A7^APd, a&?9A 
RhJiKKfLK ttO. ^<LTS0 1 HJE»^^> 

so/-©0rsox»iD3Wi 7rt«:gRJix$ft^< 

W*t, SO,©©iR£{giI^Sfc»KttSOxKJR 

so 1 7©tmu:K:e£p t . A^y-jAPd, py^A 

Rh©l>Tft*>£:l§J$Stt-5C4jW*L;t,». 

[005 6] C©SOx®JR^iJl 7£NOxMJ£2 0©± 
S6tCBH-r44. SOx?RJ|XSiJl 7tc^A-T^gfm*'X / 
©2S*Rtfc J&J »; - >CC 5 4 SMtf/* S O x*i S O xR 
JKftJl 7*CfRiR$ft. Ufc*ioT, Tifc©NOx84ag2 
0te«SOx#ijiEftj£*&< NOj«H»2 OTttSf 
« # X 4> © N O x© * # ©JR S ft & C 4 CC Jtc & . 

[0 05 7] — fuaiLfcJ:'5K:SOxiRHX?fiJl 7iC 

©fix ? ft s o xitmm a * > s o, 1 - <db-c s o x^ir 

fiBaSO^ftotOS. Ifciiim, S OxSKUxSiJ 1 

7tcatAr-5Sf»^^©fflBSit3w^ h f'*sfc« y » * 

t^tc ot^gS^fiTt i> 4 S Oxf»iR#J 1 7 KIIRJR 
$ftT(,»-5SOx^SOxi»JR»Jl 7*>6S ! g{ca»i}$ft 
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-SC 4tC&£,, 

[0 05 8 ] 4 C S OxfUDftU 1 7 ttgKW*© 

fttfcO. C©^{ttc<fc^T&©J:9ft^3fcj&i£t;* 
C 4 o fc. ■€■©* 1 ©JtJUfttt. S O xtRiRSiJ 1 7 
©SOxttffifCM-r*WHT*S. SOxS&JRSriJl 7fCifc 
s&fb#£CTl»£l,»*\ Hft^fb^AQjtfT LTl>ftl,>4 
* <jftSTft«. JR3Wt©g|£#/h3H4#) fc«. S 

ox®jr^j 1 7 h j +*/c«y ? m.mi<Dnm# 
fflli 7*»6SOxJittta$ft«c(r». cft«co(,»r». * 

fiURAK. SOx»JRSiJl 7 3W»3Wtl/T(r>JSct»4# 
«C. NOx*Bfl{2 0*»€>NOx*S['JJS-e'S3t«&K:ff5 

KNfIBJT it S O xRJRffiJ 17*6SO xtfSfifcfcB $ ft & t, » C 
4*ttBl/Tl>S. 

[0 05 9] SOxlRiDHWl 7©J»3Sffc 

**jitfrstcLfc3&j-5r 4. M&{fc©gflEtf 

20 4 s * jttt y f *3MJk<D»fti*fx ^mmmwt u /c»^tc 

^> S OxiSfcUXSU 1 7*»6SOx*JttUJSftS«fc^«:35c-5. 
l/*»*>. C©4#{cSOx»JDar!ll 7 3&>6ftHiSftSS 
Ox©S«. J»^{t©iSff J^ittf «c UfcTis-, TA* < 

[0 06 0] Sfc, S Ox©UxJrU 1 7 ©Si^fbfC «fc oT 

*fec€>^2©^». soxRJix^afcM-r^p^jar** 
o . so mnnm i 7 ©m^f t*mn -r zicLtc&i 

SOx®HXSiJl 7**RiDlpJt&&SOx*. EP^SOx 
5R4x^fa*i{^Ur^<. ^©fcs!). SOx®HXSiJ17 
30 ©M^f iltf -T ^>tC {ytcifi-oX S O xCRlRSiJ 1 7 ©H 

^Bfffl^pji). S*«^^< tr^^^i, sox 

(RitxTW 1 7 ©S ^*J|ffl«:^*>«C < tt K) . N Oxte^ 2 0 

[ooeiifc?. c©3itt©jg»r». sox©xr 
89 1 7©sif^«: y -> • y 9 zfflfflicmf u 

tcm'&om i as© y ^ ^e$ic. s omnzm 
l 7.©a^x©soxaae*soxH2>-y-2 4fcj:-,-r^ 

©«^fc©«Jjtt (SK) ^fiJSL. -e©^{b©1^8cc 

40 *-5(,>r s ox®itx^>j i 7 ©w£wi*sarr * j: -5 

L>1t. flSj. C©|Qk©^flttc4BC»r». SOx®i[X?riJl 
7 ©S*fe«S©^H«, S Ox©HX»J 1 7 ©B£B$83ft> 
?r*iJ^ T * 4 * ©*Jj^ajg 4 fie * S O x©JK§fi© 

les^XKr £ c 4 k j: *) mm-? •*>. . 

[0 06 2 ] WT. CfttC-Xi-CWifiT*. *r. SO 
xRiRSOl TOUaftHlCCo^rttWrS. SOx®iR^iJ 
1 7 ©W5fe^F»!«. ECU30*5, x>2^>©X«SKtt 

ommfrh s oxikjri i 7 tc©xR$ft/cs oxa^am 

-€-©mjWB3^*8BSl/r*st>fcSOx!RiRSfiK: 
50 iLfcititi. CCT. S^«OT*>S*»©fiJ5£lSl» 



13 

£ S S O xtRiRSfitt. S Ox®HX^J 1 7 ©JRSSftOtR 

[0 06 3] ECU30«, S Ox©iR#J 1 7 ©f?£B# 

Hj^tSSM^Htfte. S Ox®i|X^J 1 7 ©W£ 
«S*HffrS«CRL. ECU30«. ^MlHl^Ni 

S 0 xMtmi) 1 7 OiSS £ U TttJB 0 T . ttNjEftlftft 
£ S Ox©iRj?J 1 7 ©jfiiSCC*nJ #*R»»f b*y><C < « 

bmmmicsox&tkm-e&zx h4*£tcitv 
ax *mm b tcfemmmci-t s o mum mcmtc 

[0 064]$fc, SOxSRiRJWl 7*>6SOx*SJcm3 

«. 5 5 0- o ia±<Bmm.tc-r&iimifii!>zctwt> 

A^TfcO. ECU30B, S O jdRiRJW 1 7 ©?|£*i 
SOx®i&S>Jl 7 ©SS^mjieffSSjg 

t. cn*sox«[iafflfl[£i>^) «±«cii«i»rs. 

[0 06 5 ] S Ox©^J 1 7 ©W£BttC S OxOMXffii 1 

tinti,^. c©s^gf«,«iS?g-cx h ^+$fc«y 
? cn*NOxM^2 ofc^t-cks* 

iM*OSOxttNO)#!l2 0iC5RiRStiic< < . -e© 

r». sox^iRffji 7<Dn&&mmt l cso*m.w.mi i 

ip 6 tUtii £ S O x# N O xM^ 2 0 lcffi,AT & ©£ ffi 
±-f -SfcfetC. S OxSRJfcS'J 1 7 ©S^SB$ic«#^ 

[0 0 6 6 ] f¥arr££. gf«^^*©NOx?:NOxM 
*£2 0r»SiULjB7C^brSA:8e)tcaaBtt©y--> • 

#2 8*50 1 icimxmMXTf;? 4 'txm&w 

ic^HSF^n. L/c^r. c©£tk:«S0x®45{SfiJi 
7 *>6fttt t fcg^tfXttN Oxfcfe& 2 0 {Ci£A-r 
fit, PSW**©SOx«SOx©iR#Jl 7K©iR$ 
ft, gf^,^^^©NOx©^*5NOxft4^2 0-C©JS;tB3 

nr; ii7caMb;*ft&c £«:&£„ 

[0 06 7 ] X^-C. SOxfRjRSiJl 7*>6SOx£fifcW 
^<££#. fiP^SOx5RJRS>Jl 7 ©S^na^Htf -T 
£ £#«:«:, SJBtbWfflitty-^ • ';»f^?M» 

^m^j§^2 8 ^xBj&aa>e>0 1 tcfc^ttt* 

K«fc <5 S OxSRHX^iJ 1 7*>e>iftmUfcW£P»ttNOxM 
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$2 OrttUiifcAttf , /^^Xf2 6F*3tCoSAT-S„ 
NOx««2 0*mfifeSF**©SOxtCj:r, 
"CSOx«*-<-S©*«@5«:Raih'rsci3W'r*s. 

w. (w£#so ^©soxttgKttf**©* 

[0068]^. SOxtRiRftll 7©B£#!:SI£f? 
jhT-<# £ # ic «. ffijjRItt * h 4 * * fctt y 9 * 

[0 06 9] S Ox©ilX?W 1 7©H^toa*fCtt % «BQ 
*f*l*>6**RHC, .CO*J=fcO*NOx3&5gfm?*T.?, 

6*j^H C , C OfcJ:i>*N Oxtt S Ox©HXj?J 1 7 tcfct^ 

c. co*»«fcofNOx**^a*cc8tmsns*h*stt 

[ 0 0 7 0 ] ^CtC. S OxtRlR^J 1 7 ©J)^ft©ttffll© 
20 *lJ^»li{CO^T^-r^ 0 0 5it SOx©JR^J17 
KflEAf*Sf«^©S*81t («T. A**X^J:b£f* 
T) £. SOx®iD??fiJl 7^^WLfcpm^©SOx 
(«T> ttJ^S Ox?gJg£f*f ) ©— «*^-ria 

[0071] ccomicte^x. Artxgmttz y -> • 

y f^^^Vi7$fJ©LTli-S£*CCNOxM^2 0 (Cfc 

c^-cNOx©©scai^fto4-i, Axx&mhzwsuz. t 

^+§!JfflIL/-Cl^£*(CSOxPKit5^Jl 7©S^*^fto 

n-So ft, c<Dffl-cit^ y-> • y v^xjtjzftjffltic 
30 ^«6 o km/h-c©S3*^fr y->a 

eiiRfl?:4 0#. y ■>5 1 X>'W^£L-C©X + 
S Ox®ltXgiJ 1 7 ©S£*SfflB§tt3«SJt*X h W 

*M'0£ -?-©^B$pa«y-> • y 5. ^x^v 
PbI matt i mmt u-ct^„ 

[0072]-^^ SOx©JR»Jl nmawtLxi* 

ncota^tctt. A*'x^.j:b ; &y-> • y -v?*^* 
fUtaiLri,>-csox®iixJfai 7tcy ^^^^-w^©gfm 

*>6SOx*i&ttl3nsC£75SAd:< v SOx®iC^il7© 

<. 

[0073] isfrhteifih. so mm n commit 
fr®*icmtf LX < S£. A^'x^ib* y-> • y 

3-7**4 ^Vm^X^XSOmMM 1 7tC 'J 2> 9-7* 
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SOLUTION: An SOx sensor 24 and an NOx catalyst 20 are 
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17 is increased according to the progress of the thermal 
deterioration. 
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3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] (b) The SOx absorbent which emits SOx absorbed when the oxygen density of the exhaust gas 
which absorbs SOx and flows when the air- fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which is arranged in the flueway of 
the internal combustion engine in which lean combustion is possible, and flows is Lean was low, (b) The 
NOx absorbent which emits NOx absorbed when the oxygen density of the exhaust gas which absorbs NOx 
and flows when the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which is arranged in said down-stream flueway and 
flows rather than said SOx absorbent is Lean was low, An exhaust air Air Fuel Ratio Control means to 
control the air-fuel ratio of exhaust gas that absorption and emission of NOx in said NOx absorbent should 
be controlled, (Ha) (d) In the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine having a 
playback means to reduce the oxygen density of exhaust gas in order to make SOx emit from said SOx 
absorbent and to reproduce a SOx absorbent (e) A SOx concentration detection means by which said 
exhaust air Air Fuel Ratio Control means detects the SOx concentration of exhaust gas [ in / for the air- fuel 
ratio of exhaust gas / the lower stream of a river of SUTOIKI or said SOx absorbent when controlling 
richly ], (**) A degradation judging means to judge the condition of degradation of said SOx absorbent 
based on the SOx concentration of the exhaust gas detected with said SOx concentration detection means, 
(g) Exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine characterized by having a playback 
frequency modification means to change the playback frequency of the SOx absorbent by said playback 
means according to the condition of degradation of the SOx absorbent judged by said degradation judging 
means. 

[Claim 2] The degradation judging of the SOx absorbent by said degradation judging means is the exhaust 
emission control device of the internal combustion engine according to claim 1 characterized by performing 
at a stage near immediately after playback termination of a SOx absorbent. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the exhaust emission control device which can purify 
nitrogen oxides (NOx) from the exhaust gas discharged by the internal combustion engine in which lean 
combustion is possible. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] As an exhaust emission control device which purifies NOx from the exhaust 
gas discharged by the internal combustion engine in which lean combustion is possible, there is an NOx 
absorbent represented by the occlusion reduction type NOx catalyst. An NOx absorbent absorbs NOx, when 
the air- fuel ratio of inflow exhaust gas is Lean (namely, under a hyperoxia ambient atmosphere). Emit NOx 
absorbed when the oxygen density of inflow exhaust gas fell, and the occlusion reduction type NOx catalyst 
which is a kind of this NOx absorbent It is the catalyst which emits NOx which absorbed NOx when the air- 
fuel ratio of inflow exhaust gas was Lean (namely, under a hyperoxia ambient atmosphere), and was 
absorbed when the oxygen density of inflow exhaust gas fell, and returns to N2. 

[0003] If this occlusion reduction type NOx catalyst (it may only be hereafter called a catalyst or an NOx 
catalyst) is arranged to the flueway of the internal combustion engine in which lean combustion is possible 
When the exhaust gas of the Lean air- fuel ratio flows, NOx in exhaust gas is absorbed by the catalyst. When 
the exhaust gas of SUTOIKI (theoretical air fuel ratio) or the Ricci air- fuel ratio flows, NOx absorbed by the 
catalyst is emitted as N02, and it is further returned to N2 by reduction components, such as HC in exhaust 
gas, and CO, namely, NOx is purified. 

[0004] By the way, if the sulfur content is contained in the fuel for an internal combustion engine and a fuel 
is generally burned with an internal combustion engine, the sulfur content in a fuel will burn and sulfur 
oxides (SOx), such as S02 and S03, will be generated. Since said occlusion reduction type NOx catalyst 
absorbs SOx in exhaust gas by the same mechanism as performing absorption of NOx, if this NOx catalyst 
is arranged to an internal combustion engine's flueway, not only NOx but SOx will be absorbed by this NOx 
catalyst. 

[0005] However, SOx absorbed by said NOx catalyst is easy to tend be accumulated into a catalyst that it 
decomposes and is hard to be emitted under the same conditions as performing emission and reduction of 
NOx from said NOx catalyst in order to form a stable sulfate with time amount progress. If the SOx 
accumulated dose within an NOx catalyst increases, the NOx absorption capacity of a catalyst will decrease, 
it will become impossible to fully remove NOx in exhaust gas, and NOx purification effectiveness will fall. 
This is the so-called SOx poisoning. 

[0006] Then, in order to continue at a long period of time and to maintain highly the NOx decontamination 
capacity of an occlusion reduction type NOx catalyst, the exhaust emission control device which aimed at 
prevention of SOx poisoning for the upstream rather than the NOx catalyst as the SOx absorbent which 
mainly absorbs SOx in exhaust gas is arranged and SOx did not flow into the NOx catalyst is developed. 
[0007] When the air- fuel ratio of inflow gas is Lean, it emits SOx which absorbed SOx, and was absorbed 
when the oxygen density of inflow gas was low as S02, but since said SOx absorbent has a limitation also 
in the SOx absorption capacity of this SOx absorbent, before a SOx absorbent is saturated with SOx, it 
needs to perform the processing to which SOx is made to emit from a SOx absorbent, i.e., regeneration. 
[0008] About the regeneration technique of a SOx absorbent, it is indicated by the patent official report of a 
patent number No. 2605580, for example. In order to make SOx absorbed by the SOx absorbent emit 
according to this official report, it is necessary to make the air- fuel ratio of inflow exhaust gas into 
SUTOIKJ or Ricci, and to reduce an oxygen density and, and the one where the temperature of a SOx 
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absorbent is higher is supposed that SOx is easy to be emitted. 

[0009] Although, as for playback exhaust air of a SOx absorbent, SOx concentration naturally becomes 
high, since this playback exhaust air is SUTOIKI or Ricci at an elevated temperature, even if it passes 
playback exhaust air for an NOx catalyst, SOx under playback exhaust air cannot be easily absorbed by the 
NOx catalyst, will be bypassed as it is and will be discharged. 

[0010] in addition, with the regeneration technique indicated by said official report While preparing the 
bypass path which branches from the exhaust pipe which connects a SOx absorbent and an NOx catalyst, 
and bypasses an NOx catalyst To any exhaust gas's being passed between an NOx catalyst and a bypass path 
and the exhaust air selector valve changed alternatively are prepared. As exhaust gas is flowed to a bypass 
path by the exhaust air selector valve, it is made not to flow for an NOx catalyst during the regeneration 
activation to which SOx is made to emit from a SOx absorbent. While not performing regeneration, he is 
trying to prevent certainly that SOx is absorbed by the NOx catalyst by making it not flow in a bypass path, 
as exhaust gas is flowed for an NOx catalyst by the exhaust air selector valve. 
[0011] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] Conventionally, it has judged whether it reached by addition of 
an internal combustion engine's operational status anyway at the playback stage, such as considering the 
playback stage of a SOx absorbent as the time of integrating the amount of SOx(es) discharged by the 
internal combustion engine, and an addition value turning into the set point, or considering it as the time of 
an internal combustion engine's operation time reaching the setup time. 

[0012] However, since it is always exposed to the heat of exhaust gas, heat deterioration arises with time, 
and the phenomenon in which the SOx absorption capacity of a SOx absorbent decreases by advance of this 
heat deterioration produces a SOx absorbent. Therefore, when heat deterioration advanced, in spite of 
having been the time when a SOx absorbent should have been reproduced in fact, it was judged with having 
not reached at a playback stage, and there was a possibility that playback of a SOx absorbent might be 
overdue. 

[0013] Moreover, it is checked by these people from the following events that SOx will consist is easy to be 
emitted of a SOx absorbent if the heat deterioration of a SOx absorbent advances. When the heat 
deterioration of a SOx absorbent is hardly progressing and only a short time makes the air-fuel ratio of 
exhaust gas SUTOIKI or Ricci (this is hereafter called Ricci Spike) in order to make NOx emit from an 
NOx catalyst (in spike), even if the exhaust gas flows to a SOx absorbent, since a very short time, SOx is not 
emitted from a SOx absorbent. However, when the heat deterioration of a SOx absorbent advances and said 
Ricci Spike's exhaust gas flows to a SOx absorbent also although it is called a short time even if, SOx comes 
to be emitted from a SOx absorbent. Consequently, there was a possibility that SOx might flow into an NOx 
catalyst and might produce SOx poisoning. 

[0014] The technical problem which this invention is made in view of the trouble of such a Prior art, and 
this invention tends to solve is to perform playback of a SOx absorbent at a proper stage, and prevent SOx 
poisoning of an NOx adsorbent. 
[0015] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] This invention adopted the following means, in order to solve said 
technical problem. The SOx absorbent which emits SOx absorbed when the oxygen density of this invention 
of the exhaust gas which absorbs SOx and flows when the air- fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which is arranged 
in the flueway of the internal combustion engine in which (b) lean combustion is possible, and flows is Lean 
was low, (b) The NOx absorbent which emits NOx absorbed when the oxygen density of the exhaust gas 
which absorbs NOx and flows when the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which is arranged in said down- 
stream flueway and flows rather than said SOx absorbent is Lean was low, An exhaust air Air Fuel Ratio 
Control means to control the air- fuel ratio of exhaust gas that absorption and emission of NOx in said NOx 
absorbent should be controlled, (Ha) (d) In the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion 
engine having a playback means to reduce the oxygen density of exhaust gas in order to make SOx emit 
from said SOx absorbent and to reproduce a SOx absorbent (e) A SOx concentration detection means to 
detect the SOx concentration of the exhaust gas in the lower stream of a river of said SOx absorbent when 
controlling the air-fuel ratio of exhaust gas by said exhaust air Air Fuel Ratio Control means to SUTOIKI or 
Ricci, (**) A degradation judging means to judge the condition of degradation of said SOx absorbent based 
on the SOx concentration of the exhaust gas detected with said SOx concentration detection means, (g) It is 
characterized by having a playback frequency modification means to change the playback frequency of the 
SOx absorbent by said playback means according to the condition of degradation of the SOx absorbent 
judged by said degradation judging means. 
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[0016] In the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine of this invention which 
consists of the above-mentioned configuration, while the exhaust air Air Fuel Ratio Control means is 
controlling the air- fuel ratio of exhaust gas to Lean, NOx in exhaust gas is absorbed by the NOx absorbent, 
and when an exhaust air Air Fuel Ratio Control means controls the air-fuel ratio of exhaust gas to SUTOIKJ 
or Ricci, while reducing the oxygen density of exhaust gas, NOx absorbed by the NOx absorbent is emitted. 
And while the exhaust air Air Fuel Ratio Control means is controlling the air- fuel ratio of exhaust gas to 
SUTOIKI or Ricci, a SOx concentration detection means detects the SOx concentration of the exhaust gas 
of a SOx absorbent lower stream of a river, and a degradation judging means judges the degradation 
condition (degradation extent) of a SOx absorbent based on the detected SOx concentration. Furthermore, 
according to the judgment result of a degradation judging means, a playback frequency modification means 
changes the playback frequency of a SOx absorbent, and a playback means reproduces a SOx absorbent by 
the playback frequency after modification. Thereby, also when the SOx absorption capacity of a SOx 
absorbent falls by degradation, a SOx absorbent can prevent that an NOx absorbent carries out SOx 
poisoning while coming to be reproduced at a proper stage. 

[0017] In the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine concerning this invention, 
the lean burn gasoline engine and diesel power plant of the direct injection in a cylinder can be illustrated as 
an internal combustion engine in which lean combustion is possible. 

[0018] In this invention, the air- fuel ratio of exhaust gas means the ratio of the air supplied in the flueway in 
the upstream rather than the engine inhalation-of-air path and the SOx absorbent, and a fuel (hydrocarbon). 
[0019] In the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine concerning this invention, 
what ****(ed) at least one chosen from Copper Cu, Iron Fe, Manganese Mn, transition metals like Nickel 
nickel, Sodium Na, Titanium Ti, and Lithium Li as a SOx absorbent on the support which consists of an 
alumina can be illustrated. Moreover, in order to carry out SOx that it is easy to be absorbed in a SOx 
absorbent in the form of sulfate ion S042-, it is desirable to make Platinum Pt, Palladium Pd, or Rhodium 
Rh **** on the support of a SOx absorbent. 

[0020] In the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine concerning this invention, 
an occlusion reduction type NOx catalyst can be illustrated as an NOx absorbent. An occlusion reduction 
type NOx catalyst is a catalyst which emits NOx absorbed when the air-fuel ratio of the flowing exhaust gas 
was Lean, NOx was absorbed and the oxygen density in the flowing exhaust gas fell, and returns to N2. This 
occlusion reduction type NOx catalyst can make an alumina support, and can illustrate the thing with which 
it comes to support at least one chosen from Potassium K, Sodium Na, Lithium Li, alkali metal like Caesium 
Cs, Barium Ba, an alkaline earth like Calcium calcium, Lanthanum La, and rare earth like Yttrium Y, and 
noble metals like Platinum Pt on this support. 

[0021] In the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine concerning this invention, 
when an internal combustion engine is a gasoline engine, a means to control the air- fuel ratio of the gaseous 
mixture supplied to a combustion chamber can realize an exhaust air Air Fuel Ratio Control means and a 
playback means. Moreover, when an internal combustion engine is a diesel power plant, a means to control 
the so-called subinjection to which an expansion line injects a fuel like an exhaust air line like an inhalation- 
of-air line, or the means which carries out supply control of the reducing agent into an upstream flueway 
rather than a SOx absorbent can realize an exhaust air Air Fuel Ratio Control means and a playback means. 
[0022] In the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine concerning this invention, 
the judgment of the degradation condition of the SOx absorbent by the degradation judging means judges 
with degradation of a SOx absorbent progressing, so that the SOx concentration detected by the SOx 
concentration detection means is high. Since the amount of SOx(es) emitted from a SOx absorbent is related 
also to the temperature of a SOx absorbent, it is desirable to make it a judgment error not arise with the 
temperature of a SOx absorbent. For that purpose, for example, the SOx concentration used as the criterion 
of the degradation condition of a SOx absorbent may be beforehand set up according to the temperature of a 
SOx absorbent. Or the SOx concentration used as the criterion of a degradation condition in case a SOx 
absorbent is a predetermined reference temperature is set up beforehand, and you may make it judge a 
degradation condition, after amending the SOx concentration detected by the SOx concentration detection 
means to the SOx concentration in reference temperature. 

[0023] In the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine concerning this invention, 
modification of the playback frequency of the SOx absorbent by the playback frequency modification means 
can be attained by changing the SOx absorption capacity and engine operation time used as the criterion of 
whether for example, the SOx absorbent reached at the playback stage. A playback frequency modification 
means is changed so that the playback frequency of a SOx absorbent may be made [ many ], as degradation 



h ttp : //www4 . ipdl . ncipi . go . j p/cgi -bin/tran_web_cgi_ej j e 



2/14/2006 



JP,2000-230419,A [DETAILED DESCRIPTION] 



Page 4 of 12 



of a SOx absorbent becomes large. 

[0024] As for the degradation judging of the SOx absorbent by the degradation judging means, in the 
exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine concerning this invention, it is desirable 
to perform at a stage near immediately after playback termination of a SOx absorbent. This is based on the 
following reason. Even if it is the case that the degradation condition of a SOx absorbent is the same, it 
becomes easy to emit SOx, so that there are many amounts of SOx(es) absorbed by the SOx absorbent. 
Therefore, since there are very few amounts of SOx(es) by which the direction which performs the 
degradation judging of a SOx absorbent is absorbed immediately after playback of a SOx absorbent by 
judgment precision becoming high when the amount of SOx(es) absorbed by the SOx absorbent is same 
extent, and SOx must be hard to be emitted, the direction which performs the degradation judging of a SOx 
absorbent at the stage near this can judge degradation strictly. 

[0025] The bypass path which branches a flueway from between a SOx absorbent and NOx absorbents, 
bypasses an NOx absorbent in the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine 
concerning this invention, and passes exhaust gas is prepared, an exhaust-air flow change means choose 
exhaust gas as an NOx catalyst or a bypass path, and pass it establishes, and while not reproducing the sink 
and the SOx absorbent for exhaust gas to a bypass path, it is possible during playback of a SOx absorbent to 
also pass exhaust gas to an NOx absorbent. When it does in this way, it can avoid flowing playback exhaust 
air of a SOx absorbent to an NOx absorbent. However, this invention is materialized even if it establishes 
neither a bypass path nor an exhaust air flow change means in this way. 
[0026] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Hereafter, the gestalt of 1 operation of the exhaust emission control device 
of the internal combustion engine concerning this invention is explained based on the drawing of drawing 7 
from drawing 1 . 

[0027] Drawing 1 is drawing showing the outline configuration at the time of applying this invention to the 
gasoline engine for cars in which lean combustion is possible, this drawing — setting — a sign 1 — an engine 
body and a sign 2 — a piston and a sign 3 — in an inlet valve and a sign 6, a suction port and a sign 7 show 
an exhaust valve, and, as for a combustion chamber and a sign 4, a sign 8 shows [ an ignition plug and a sign 
5 ] an exhaust air port, respectively. 

[0028] A suction port 6 is connected with a surge tank 10 through the corresponding branch pipe 9, and the 
fuel injection valve 1 1 which injects a fuel towards the inside of a suction port 6, respectively is attached in 
each branch pipe 9. A surge tank 10 is connected with an air cleaner 14 through an air intake duct 12 and an 
air flow meter 13, and the throttle valve 15 is arranged in the air intake duct 12. 

[0029] On the other hand, the exhaust air port 8 is connected with the casing 1 8 which built in the SOx 
absorbent 1 7 through the exhaust manifold 1 6, and the outlet section of casing 1 8 is connected with the 
casing 21 which built in the occlusion reduction type NOx catalyst (NOx absorbent) 20 through the exhaust 
pipe 1 9. Hereafter, the occlusion reduction type NOx catalyst 20 is abbreviated to the NOx catalyst 20. This 
casing 21 is connected to the muffler which is not illustrated through an exhaust pipe 22. 
[0030] Inlet-port section 21a of casing 21 and an exhaust pipe 22 are connected by the by-path pipe 26 
which bypasses the NOx catalyst 20, and the exhaust air selector valve (exhaust air flow change means) 28 
to which a valve element operates with an actuator 27 is formed in inlet-port section 21a of the casing 21 
which is the tee of a by-path pipe 26. This exhaust air selector valve 28 chooses one location of the bypass 
open positions which close the inlet-port section to the NOx catalyst 20, and make full open the inlet-port 
section of a by-path pipe 26 as the bypass closed position which closes the inlet-port section of a by-path 
pipe 26, and makes fiill open the inlet-port section to the NOx catalyst 20 with an actuator 27 as shown by 
the continuous line of drawing 1 is shown by the broken line of drawing 1 , and is made to operate. 
[0031] The electronic control unit (ECU) 30 for engine control consists of a digital computer, and ROM 
(read-only memory)32, RAM (random access memory)33, CPU (central processor unit)34, the input port 
35, and the output port 36 which were mutually connected by the bi-directional bus 3 1 are provided. An air 
flow meter 13 generates the output voltage proportional to an inhalation air content, and this output voltage 
is inputted into input port 35 through A-D converter 37. 

[0032] On the other hand, the temperature sensor 23 which generates the output voltage proportional to the 
temperature of the exhaust gas which came out of the SOx absorbent 17 to the exhaust pipe 19 of the lower 
stream of a river of the SOx absorbent 17, and the SOx sensor (SOx concentration detection means) 24 
which generates the output voltage proportional to the SOx concentration of the exhaust gas which came out 
of the SOx absorbent 17 are attached, and the output voltage of a temperature sensor 23 and the output 
voltage of the SOx sensor 24 are inputted into input port 35 through A-D converters 38 and 40, respectively. 
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Moreover, the rotational frequency sensor 41 which generates the output pulse showing an engine rotational 

frequency is connected to input port 35. The output port 36 is connected to the ignition plug 4 and the fuel 

injection valve 11, and the actuator 27 through the corresponding drive circuit 39, respectively. 

[0033] In this gasoline engine, fuel injection duration TAU is computed, for example based on a degree 

type. 

TAU=TP-K — here, TP shows basic fuel injection duration and K shows the correction factor. The basic fuel 
injection duration TP shows fuel injection duration required to make into theoretical air fuel ratio the air-fuel 
ratio of the gaseous mixture supplied in an engine cylinder. This basic fuel injection duration TP is 
beforehand found by experiment, and is beforehand memorized in ROM32 in the form of a map as shown in 
drawing 2 as a function of engine load Q/N (inhalation air content Q / engine rotational frequency N) and 
the engine rotational frequency N. A correction factor K is a multiplier for controlling the air- fuel ratio of 
the gaseous mixture supplied in an engine cylinder, and if it is K= 1 .0, the gaseous mixture supplied in an 
engine cylinder will serve as theoretical air fuel ratio. On the other hand, if the air-fuel ratio of the gaseous 
mixture supplied in an engine cylinder will become larger than theoretical air fuel ratio if set to K< 1 .0, 
namely, it becomes Lean and it is set to K> 1 .0, the air-fuel ratio of the gaseous mixture supplied in an 
engine cylinder will become smaller than theoretical air fuel ratio, namely, will serve as Ricci. 
[0034] In the gasoline engine of the gestalt of this operation, Lean Air Fuel Ratio Control is performed at a 
load operating range in engine low, the value of a correction factor K being used as a value smaller than 1 .0. 
SUTOIKI control is performed at the time of the warm-up at the time of an engine heavy load operating 
range and engine starting, the value of a correction factor K being used as 1 .0 at the time of acceleration and 
fixed-speed operation of 1 20 or more km/h. In an engine full load operating range, the value of a correction 
factor K is set up so that it may consider as a bigger value than 1 .0 and Ricci Air Fuel Ratio Control may be 
performed. 

[0035] in an internal combustion engine, the value of a correction factor K usually makes [ in / the 
frequency by which low Naka load operation is carried out is the highest, therefore / most of an operation 
term throughout ] it smaller than 1 .0 — having — Lean — gaseous mixture is made to burn 
[0036] Drawing 3 shows roughly the concentration of the typical component in the exhaust gas discharged 
from a combustion chamber 3. unburnt [ in the exhaust gas discharged from a combustion chamber 3 as 
shown in this drawing ] — the concentration of HC and CO increases, so that the air- fuel ratio of the gaseous 
mixture supplied in a combustion chamber 3 becomes Ricci, and the concentration of the oxygen 02 in the 
exhaust gas discharged from a combustion chamber 3 increases, so that the air- fuel ratio of the gaseous 
mixture supplied in a combustion chamber 3 becomes Lean. 

[0037] The NOx catalyst 20 held in casing 21 makes an alumina support, and it comes to support at least 
one chosen from Potassium K, Sodium Na, Lithium Li, alkali metal like Caesium Cs, Barium Ba, an 
alkaline earth like Calcium calcium, Lanthanum La, and rare earth like Yttrium Y, and noble metals like 
Platinum Pt on this support, the ratio of the air supplied in the upstream flueway from the engine inhalation- 
of-air path and the NOx catalyst 20, and a fuel (hydrocarbon) — the air-fuel ratio of the inflow exhaust gas to 
the NOx catalyst 20 — calling (it being hereafter called for short an exhaust air air- fuel ratio) — this NOx 
catalyst 20 performs the absorption/emission action of NOx which emits NOx absorbed when an exhaust air 
air-fuel ratio was Lean, NOx was absorbed and the oxygen density in inflow exhaust gas fell. 
[0038] in addition, when a fuel (hydrocarbon) or air is not supplied in an upstream flueway from the NOx 
catalyst 20 An exhaust air air- fuel ratio is [ therefore ] in agreement with the air- fuel ratio of the gaseous 
mixture supplied in a combustion chamber 3. In this case the gaseous mixture which the NOx catalyst 20 
absorbs NOx when the air-fuel ratio of the gaseous mixture supplied in a combustion chamber 3 is Lean, 
and is supplied in a combustion chamber 3 — NOx absorbed when the inner oxygen density fell will be 
emitted. 

[0039] Although this NOx catalyst 20 will actually perform the absorption/emission action of NOx if the 
above-mentioned NOx catalyst 20 is arranged in an engine flueway, there is also ** or a part which does not 
come out about the detailed mechanism of this absorption/emission action. However, it is thought that this 
absorption/emission action is performed by the mechanism as shown in drawing 4 . Next, although this 
mechanism is explained taking the case of the case where Platinum Pt and Barium Ba are made to support, 
on support, it becomes the same mechanism even if it uses other noble metals, alkali metal, an alkaline 
earth, and rare earth. 

[0040] That is, as the oxygen density in inflow exhaust gas will increase sharply if inflow exhaust gas 
becomes Lean considerably, and shown in drawing 4 (A), it is oxygen 02. It adheres to the front face of 
Platinum Pt in the form of 02- or 02-. On the other hand, NO contained in inflow exhaust gas reacts with 
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02- or 02- on the front face of Platinum Pt, and is N02. It becomes (2 NO+02 ->2N02). 

[0041] Subsequently, being absorbed in the NOx catalyst 20 and combining with the barium oxide BaO 

oxidizing on Platinum Pt, a part of generated N02 is diffused in the NOx catalyst 20 in the form of nitrate 

ion N03-, as shown in drawing 4 (A). Thus, NOx is absorbed in the NOx catalyst 20. 

[0042] As long as the oxygen density in inflow exhaust gas is high, N02 is generated on the front face of 

Platinum Pt, and it is NOx of the NOx catalyst 20. Unless absorptance is saturated, N02 is absorbed in the 

NOx catalyst 20, and nitrate ion N03- is generated. 

[0043] On the other hand, if the oxygen density in inflow exhaust gas falls and the amount of generation of 
N02 falls, a reaction will go to hard flow (N03->N02), and nitrate ion N03- within the NOx catalyst 20 
will be emitted from the NOx catalyst 20 in the form of N02 or NO. That is, a fall of the oxygen density in 
inflow exhaust gas will emit NOx from the NOx catalyst 20. If the oxygen density in inflow exhaust gas will 
fall if the degree of Lean of inflow exhaust gas becomes low, therefore the degree of Lean of inflow exhaust 
gas is made low as shown in drawing 3 , NOx will be emitted from the NOx catalyst 20. 
[0044] when gaseous mixture supplied in a combustion chamber 3 is made into SUTOIKI or Ricci on the 
other hand at this time and an exhaust air air-fuel ratio becomes SUTOIKI or Ricci, it is shown in drawing 3 
— as — unburnt [ from an engine / a lot of] — HC and CO discharge — having — unburnt [ these ] HC and 
CO react with oxygen 02- on Platinum Pt, or 02-, and are made to oxidize 

[0045] moreover, if an exhaust air air-fuel ratio becomes SUTOIKI or Ricci, in order for the oxygen density 
in inflow exhaust gas to fall to the degree of pole, N02 or NO is emitted from the NOx catalyst 20, and this 
N02 or NO is shown in drawing 4 (B) — as — unburnt — it reacts with HC and CO, and it is made to return 
and is set to N2. 

[0046] That is, HC in inflow exhaust gas and CO react immediately with oxygen 02- on Platinum Pt, or 02- 
first, and are made to oxidize, and if HC and CO still remain even if oxygen 02- or 02- on Platinum Pt is 
subsequently consumed, NOx discharged from NOx and the engine which were emitted from the NOx 
catalyst 20 will be made to return them to N2 by this HC and CO. 

[0047] Thus, when N02 or NO stops existing on the front face of Platinum Pt, N02 or NO is emitted to a 
degree from a degree from the NOx catalyst 20, and it is made to return to N2 further. Therefore, when an 
exhaust air air-fuel ratio is made into SUTOIKI or Ricci, NOx will be emitted to the inside of a short time 
from the NOx catalyst 20. 

[0048] Thus, if an exhaust air air-fuel ratio becomes Lean, NOx will be absorbed by the NOx catalyst 20, 
and if an exhaust air air-fuel ratio is made into SUTOIKI or Ricci, NOx will be emitted to the inside of a 
short time from the NOx catalyst 20, and will be returned to N2. Therefore, discharge of NOx to the inside 
of atmospheric air can be prevented. 

[0049] By the way, as mentioned above with the gestalt of this operation, at the time of full load running, 
gaseous mixture supplied in a combustion chamber 3 is made into Ricci. Moreover, since gaseous mixture is 
made into theoretical air fuel ratio at the time of acceleration and fixed-speed operation of 120 or more km/h 
and gaseous mixture is made into Lean at the time of low Naka load operation at the time of the warm-up at 
the time of engine starting at the time of heavy load operation NOx in exhaust gas will be absorbed by the 
NOx catalyst 20 at the time of low Naka load operation, and NOx will be emitted and returned from the 
NOx catalyst 20 at the time of full load running and heavy load operation. The frequency of full load 
running or heavy load operation is low, and if there is much frequency of low Naka load operation and the 
operation time excels, emission and reduction of NOx stop meeting the deadline, the absorptance of NOx of 
the NOx catalyst 20 will be saturated, and it will become impossible however, to absorb NOx. 
[0050] then ~ the gestalt of this operation — Lean — the time of performing inside low load driving, when 
combustion of gaseous mixture is performed ~ comparatively — alike — a short period — a spike — like 
(short time) - SUTOIKI or Ricci — the air-fuel ratio of gaseous mixture is controlled so that combustion of 
gaseous mixture is performed, and emission and reduction of NOx are performed in short period. Thus, for 
the absorption/emission of NOx, it calls it the Lean Ricci Spike control to control "Lean", and spike- 
"SUTOIKI or Ricci (for this to be hereafter called Ricci Spike)" to be repeated by turns by the following 
explanation a period with an exhaust air air- fuel ratio (the gestalt of this operation air- fuel ratio of gaseous 
mixture) short in comparison. 

[0051] On the other hand, if sulfur (S) is contained in the fuel and the sulfur in a fuel burns, sulfur oxides 
(SOx), such as S02 and S03, will be generated, and these [ SOx ] in exhaust gas will also absorb the NOx 
catalyst 20. It is thought that the SOx absorption mechanism of the NOx catalyst 20 is the same as an NOx 
absorption mechanism. Namely, if it explains taking the case of the case where Platinum Pt and Barium Ba 
are made to ****, on support like the time of explaining the absorption mechanism of NOx, as mentioned 
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above When an exhaust air air-fuel ratio is Lean, oxygen 02 has adhered to the front face of the platinum Pt 
of the NOx catalyst 20 in the form of 02- or 02-, and SOx in inflow exhaust gas (for example, S02) 
oxidizes on the front face of Platinum Pt, and serves as S03. 

[0052] Then, generated S03 is absorbed in the NOx catalyst 20, combines with the barium oxide BaO, 
oxidizing further on the front face of Platinum Pt, is diffused in the NOx catalyst 20 in the form of sulfate 
ion S042-, and generates a sulfate BaS04. This sulfate BaS04 will remain in the NOx catalyst 20, without 
it being stable and decomposing, and being decomposed even if it makes the air-fuel ratio of ****** and 
inflow exhaust gas into Ricci. Therefore, if the amount of generation of BaS04 within the NOx catalyst 20 
increases with time amount progress, the amount of BaO which can participate in absorption of the NOx 
catalyst 20 will decrease, and the absorptance of NOx will decline. It is this, i.e., SOx poisoning. 
[0053] Then, the SOx absorbent 17 which emits SOx absorbed when the oxygen density of the exhaust gas 
which absorbs SOx and flows when the air- fuel ratio of the flowing exhaust gas is Lean so that SOx may not 
flow into the NOx absorbent 20 with the gestalt of this operation was low is arranged for the upstream rather 
than the NOx absorbent 20. Although this SOx absorbent 17 also absorbs NOx with SOx when the air- fuel 
ratio of the exhaust gas which flows into the SOx absorbent 17 is Lean, not only SOx absorbed when the air- 
fuel ratio of the flowing exhaust gas was made into SUTOIKI or Ricci and the oxygen density became low 
but NOx is emitted. 

[0054] As mentioned above, even if it makes into SUTOIKI or Ricci the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas 
which the sulfate BaS04 stabilized when SOx was absorbed is generated, consequently flows into the NOx 
catalyst 20, with the NOx catalyst 20, SOx is no longer emitted from the NOx catalyst 20. therefore, when 
the air- fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which flows into the SOx absorbent 17 is made into SUTOIKI or Ricci, 
in order to emit SOx from the SOx absorbent 17 Even if it makes it absorbed SOx exist in the SOx 
absorbent 17 in the form of sulfate ion S042- or a sulfate BaS04 is generated, it is necessary to make it 
exist in the SOx absorbent 17 in the condition that a sulfate BaS04 is not stabilized. The SOx absorbent 1 7 
which ****(ed) at least one chosen from Copper Cu, Iron Fe, Manganese Mn, transition metals like Nickel 
nickel, Sodium Na, Titanium Ti, and Lithium Li on the support which consists of an alumina as a SOx 
absorbent 17 which makes this possible can be used. 

[0055] In this SOx absorbent 17, S02 in exhaust gas oxidizing on the front face of the SOx absorbent 17, 
when the air- fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which flows into the SOx absorbent 17 is Lean, in the form of 
sulfate ion S042-, it is absorbed in the SOx absorbent 17 and, subsequently to in the SOx absorbent 17, is 
spread. In this case, if Platinum Pt, Palladium Pd, or the rhodiums Rh are made to **** on the support of the 
SOx absorbent 17, S02 will become easy to adsorb on Platinum Pt, Palladium Pd, and Rhodium Rh in the 
form of S032-, and S02 will become in this way that it is easy to be absorbed in the SOx absorbent 17 in 
the form of sulfate ion S042-. Therefore, in order to promote absorption of S02, it is desirable to make 
Platinum Pt, Palladium Pd, or Rhodium Rh **** on the support of the SOx absorbent 17. 
[0056] If the air- fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which will flow into the SOx absorbent 17 if this SOx 
absorbent 1 7 is arranged for the upstream of the NOx catalyst 20 becomes Lean, SOx in exhaust gas will be 
absorbed by the SOx absorbent 17, therefore SOx stops flowing into the down-stream NOx catalyst 20, and 
only NOx in exhaust gas will be absorbed with the NOx catalyst 20. 

[0057] SOx absorbed by the SOx absorbent 17 on the other hand as mentioned above is diffused in the SOx 
absorbent 17 in the form of sulfate ion S042-, or serves as a sulfate BaS04 in the unstable condition. 
Therefore, when the air- fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which flows into the SOx absorbent 17 becomes 
SUTOIKI or Ricci and an oxygen density falls, SOx absorbed by the SOx absorbent 1 7 will be easily 
emitted from the SOx absorbent 17. 

[0058] By the way, it turned out that it is checked that heat deterioration arises with time since the SOx 
absorbent 17 is exposed to the heat of exhaust gas, and the following phenomena arise according to this heat 
deterioration. The 1st phenomenon is a problem about SOx emission of the SOx absorbent 17. While heat 
deterioration has not arisen in the SOx absorbent 1 7 or heat deterioration is seldom advancing, by having 
passed the exhaust gas of SUTOIKI or the Ricci air- fuel ratio a short time (for example, 5 or less seconds), 
SOx is not emitted to the SOx absorbent 17 from the SOx absorbent 17 (if it puts in another way, when 
extent of heat deterioration is small). About this, these people are checking that SOx is not emitted from the 
SOx absorbent 17 by the duration of Ricci Spike at the time of the Lean Ricci Spike control to which NOx is 
made to emit from the NOx catalyst 20 and which is performed for accumulating, while the SOx absorbent 
1 7 is not heat-deteriorating. 

[0059] However, also when the short-time style of the exhaust gas of SUTOIKI or the Ricci air-fuel ratio is 
carried out to the SOx absorbent 17 (if it puts in another way, as extent of heat deterioration will become 
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large), SOx comes to be emitted from the SOx absorbent 17, as the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 
17 advances. And the amount of SOx emitted from the SOx absorbent 17 at this time tends to become large 
as advance of heat deterioration progresses. 

[0060] Moreover, the 2nd phenomenon produced according to the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 
17 is a problem about SOx absorption capacity, and the amount of SOx(es) which can absorb the SOx 
absorbent 17, i.e., SOx absorption capacity, reduces it as the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17 
advances. Therefore, if the playback stage of the SOx absorbent 17 is brought forward and playback 
frequency is not made [ many ] as the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17 advances, there is a 
possibility that playback of the SOx absorbent 17 may stop meeting the deadline, and the NOx catalyst 20 
may carry out SOx poisoning. 

[0061] So, with the gestalt of this operation, at the time of 1st Ricci Spike immediately after shifting to the 
Lean Ricci Spike control after playback of the SOx absorbent 17, the SOx sensor 24 detected the SOx 
concentration of the appearance gas of the SOx absorbent 17, based on the detected SOx concentration, the 
condition (extent) of the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 1 7 is judged, and the playback frequency of 
the SOx absorbent 1 7 was changed based on the condition of that heat deterioration. In addition, in the 
gestalt of this operation, modification of the playback frequency of the SOx absorbent 1 7 is realized by 
changing a setup of the SOx absorption capacity used as the criterion when judging whether it is the 
playback stage of the SOx absorbent 17. 

[0062] Hereafter, this is explained in full detail. First, regeneration of the SOx absorbent 17 is explained. 
ECU30 integrates the amount of SOx(es) absorbed by the SOx absorbent 17 from the hysteresis of engine 
operational status, and the playback stage of the SOx absorbent 17 considers it as the time of the addition 
value reaching the SOx absorption capacity set up beforehand. Here, the SOx absorption capacity used as 
the criterion of being a playback stage can be changed based on the condition of the heat deterioration of the 
SOx absorbent 17, and is suitably set up from the heat deterioration judging map mentioned later. 
[0063] If it judges with ECU30 being the playback stage of the SOx absorbent 17, regeneration to which 
SOx is made to emit from the SOx absorbent 17 will be performed. It faces performing regeneration of the 
SOx absorbent 17. ECU30 It substitutes for exhaust gas temperature when [ that ] the engine operational 
status at that time is judged to be the engine rotational frequency N from engine load Q/N and a temperature 
sensor 23 detects as temperature of the SOx absorbent 17. SUTOIKI or the Ricci conditions that fuel 
consumption aggravation can emit SOx few most efficiently based on engine operational status and the 
temperature of the SOx absorbent 1 7, and the processing time are selected, and it performs by passing only 
the processing time which selected the exhaust gas of the selected air- fuel ratio conditions to the SOx 
absorbent 17. 

[0064] Moreover, in order to make SOx emit from the SOx absorbent 17, it turns out that it is necessary to 
make temperature of the SOx absorbent 17 into the elevated temperature beyond predetermined temperature 
(for example, 550-degreeC), and during regeneration activation of the SOx absorbent 17, ECU30 performs 
temperature control of exhaust gas temperature, and controls the temperature of the SOx absorbent 17 by the 
proper means beyond said predetermined temperature (this is hereafter called SOx emission temperature). 
[0065] A lot of SOx(es) emitted from the SOx absorbent 17 are contained in the exhaust gas (this is 
hereafter called playback exhaust air) which flows out of the SOx absorbent 17 at the time of playback of 
the SOx absorbent 17. Although SOx under playback exhaust air cannot be easily absorbed by the NOx 
catalyst 20 and it should bypass as it is even if it passes this for the NOx catalyst 20 since this playback 
exhaust air is SUTOIKI or Ricci at an elevated temperature, there is no security of not being absorbed at all 
by the NOx catalyst 20. Then, in order to prevent that SOx emitted from the SOx absorbent 17 at the time of 
regeneration of the SOx absorbent 1 7 flows into the NOx catalyst 20, he is trying to draw playback exhaust 
air in a by-path pipe 26 with the gestalt of this operation at the time of regeneration of the SOx absorbent 17. 

[0066] While carrying out absorption/emission of NOx in exhaust gas with the NOx catalyst 20, and 
performing the Lean Ricci Spike control of an air-fuel ratio in order to carry out reduction purification if it 
explains in full detail, the exhaust gas which was held in the bypass closed position as the exhaust air 
selector valve 28 showed drawing 1 as a continuous line, therefore flowed out of the SOx absorbent 17 at 
this time flows into the NOx catalyst 20. And SOx in exhaust gas is absorbed by the SOx absorbent 17, with 
the NOx catalyst 20, absorption/emission only of NOx in exhaust gas will be carried out, and reduction 
purification will be carried out. 

[0067] Subsequently, when SOx should be emitted from the SOx absorbent 17 (i.e., when performing 
regeneration of the SOx absorbent 17), Air Fuel Ratio Control is changed from the Lean Ricci Spike control 
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to SUTOIKI or the Ricci control, and the exhaust air selector valve 28 is changed by the bypass open 
position shown with a broken line in drawing 1 from a bypass closed position, and it is held at coincidence. 
The playback exhaust air which flowed out of the SOx absorbent 17 by this does not flow in the NOx 
catalyst 20, but flows in a by-path pipe 26. Therefore, it can prevent certainly that the NOx catalyst 20 
carries out SOx poisoning by SOx under playback exhaust air. in addition, SOx in exhaust gas (playback 
exhaust air) — unburnt [ in exhaust gas ] — you are made to return by HC and CO, and it is set to S02 and 
emitted. 

[0068] Subsequently, when regeneration of the SOx absorbent 17 should be stopped, Air Fuel Ratio Control 
is changed from SUTOIKI or the Ricci control to the Lean Ricci Spike control, and the exhaust air selector 
valve 28 is changed from a bypass open position to coincidence by the bypass closed position shown as a 
continuous line in drawing 1 . 

[0069] Since it has the activity of 3 yuan, the SOx absorbent 17 is made to purify unburnt [ these / HC ], and 
CO and NOx considerably in the SOx absorbent 17, although unburnt [ HC ], and CO and NOx are 
discharged from the engine body 1 during regeneration of the SOx absorbent 17. Therefore, there is no 
possibility that unburnt [ these / HC ], and CO and NOx may be emitted into atmospheric air. 
[0070] Next, the judgment procedure of the condition of the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17 is 
explained. Drawing 5 is the air- fuel ratio (a close gas air- fuel ratio is called hereafter) of the exhaust gas 
which flows into the SOx absorbent 17, and drawing showing an example of the SOx concentration 
(appearance gas SOx concentration is called hereafter) of the exhaust gas which flowed out of the SOx 
absorbent 17. 

[0071] In this drawing, while carrying out the Lean Ricci Spike control of the close gas air- fuel ratio, 
absorption/emission of NOx is performed in the NOx catalyst 20, and while carrying out elevated- 
temperature SUTOIKI control of the close gas air- fuel ratio, playback of the SOx absorbent 17 is performed. 
In addition, in this example, this is repeated by turns in the Lean Ricci Spike control, using SUTOIKI 
operation duration as Ricci Spike as about 2 seconds, for example for Lean operation duration for 40 
seconds to the fixed-speed transit by 60 km/h. On the other hand, an air- fuel ratio is considered as SUTOIKI 
control at the time of regeneration of the SOx absorbent 1 7, and the duration makes it time amount longer 
enough than the Ricci Spike duration at the time of the Lean Ricci Spike control, for example, about 1 hour. 
[0072] And when the SOx absorbent 17 is not heat-deteriorating, even if it is carrying out the Lean Ricci 
Spike control of the close gas air- fuel ratio and Ricci Spike's exhaust gas flows into the SOx absorbent 17, 
since it is a short time, SOx is not emitted from the SOx absorbent 17, it comes out till the next playback 
stage of the SOx absorbent 17, and, as for gas SOx concentration, about 0 condition continues. 
[0073] However, when the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17 advanced gradually, the Lean Ricci 
Spike control of the close gas air-fuel ratio is carried out and Ricci Spike's exhaust gas flows into the SOx 
absorbent 17, the exhaust gas which SOx comes to be emitted from the SOx absorbent 17, consequently 
contains SOx comes to flow out of the SOx absorbent 17 synchronizing with the time of Ricci Spike. 
[0074] Here, appearance gas SOx concentration has the inclination for the time of the heat deterioration of 
the SOx absorbent 1 7 advancing to become high, and it tends to become high gradually as the count of peak 
value of the appearance gas SOx concentration at the time of each rich spike of Ricci Spike increases. So, 
with the gestalt of this operation, it was made the thing which detected by the SOx sensor 24 at the time of 
1st Ricci Spike immediately after reproducing the SOx absorbent 17 and for which it comes out and the 
condition (extent of heat deterioration) of the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17 is judged from the 
peak value of gas SOx concentration. 

[0075] The reason for having considered the stage judging the condition of the heat deterioration of the SOx 
absorbent 17 as "the time of 1st Ricci Spike immediately after reproducing the SOx absorbent 17" is as 
follows. Immediately after playback of the SOx absorbent 17, there are very few amounts of SOx(es) 
absorbed by the SOx absorbent 17, and SOx must be hard to be emitted. Therefore, immediately after 
playback being the the best forjudging the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17 strictly, and judging 
the condition of heat deterioration at the stage same each time makes judgment precision improve. 
[0076] However, about the stage to judge the condition of the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17, 1 
hear that a stage near immediately after playback termination of the SOx absorbent 17 is desirable, there is, 
and it is not necessarily limited at "the time of 1 st Ricci Spike immediately after reproducing the SOx 
absorbent 17." therefore, for example, a judgment stage — "— from immediately after reproducing the SOx 
absorbent 17 ~ counting — the time of n-th Ricci Spike (n is the natural number) - " -- ** — carrying out is 
also possible. Moreover, it is also possible to count [ from ], to average the peak value of the appearance gas 
SOx concentration at the time of Ricci Spike of eye the n-th ** (n+alpha) time [ - ] immediately after 
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reproducing the SOx absorbent 17, and to judge the condition of heat deterioration based on the average. 
[0077] With reference to the heat deterioration judging [ ECU30 is beforehand remembered to be by 
ROM32 based on the peak value of gas SOx concentration by coming out ] map for which it asked as 
mentioned above, the condition of the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17 is judged. 
[0078] Drawing 6 shows an example of a heat deterioration judging map. In this example It judges with the 
condition of heat deterioration being level 1 (LI), when peak value dp is 0 <=dp<dl. It judges with the 
condition of heat deterioration being level 2 (L2), when peak value dp is dl <=dp<d2. When peak value dp 
is d2 <=dp<d3, it judges with the condition of heat deterioration being level 3 (L3), and when peak value dp 
is dp>=d3, it judges with the condition of heat deterioration being level 4 (L4). In addition, peak value d is 
dl<d2<d3<d4here. 

[0079] And the SOx absorption capacity C which serves as a criterion of whether to have reached at the 
playback stage of the SOx absorbent 17 for every level of heat deterioration beforehand is set up. In C2 and 
the SOx absorption capacity of level 3 (L3), in this example, C3 and the SOx absorption capacity of level 4 
(L4) are [ the SOx absorption capacity of level 1 (LI) / CI and the SOx absorption capacity of level 2 (L2) ] 
C4. In addition, the SOx absorption capacity C is C1>C2>C3>C4, and the SOx absorption capacity C is 
small set up here as the level L of heat deterioration goes up. 

[0080] And it judges whether the level of the heat deterioration judged after the level of the heat 
deterioration judged after this SOx absorbent playback and the last SOx absorbent playback was compared, 
and level changed, when the level of heat deterioration has not changed, SOx absorption capacity is not 
changed, but when the level of heat deterioration changes, it changes into the SOx absorption capacity 
corresponding to the level of the heat deterioration judged this time. That is, when the level L of heat 
deterioration goes up, SOx absorption capacity is made small. 

[0081] In addition, it turns out that the amount of SOx(es) emitted from the SOx absorbent 17 is related of 
the temperature of the SOx absorbent 17 when Ricci Spike's exhaust gas flows into the SOx absorbent 17, 
and SOx is easy to emit the direction when the temperature of the SOx absorbent 17 is high. Then, in order 
to make it an error not arise in the level judging of heat deterioration with the temperature of the SOx 
absorbent 17, the temperature of the SOx absorbent 17 is divided into a predetermined temperature region, 
the heat deterioration judging map which is equivalent to drawing 6 for every temperature region 
beforehand is created, and ROM32 is made to memorize. 

[0082] In this case, every heat deterioration judging map is made into the same value about the SOx 
absorption capacity CI, C2, C3, and C4, and it is made to make different only the value of the peak value 
dl, d2, d3, and d4 which is a threshold which determines the level of heat deterioration for every heat 
deterioration judging map of each temperature region. It seems that for example, d2 in the heat deterioration 
judging map of the temperature region containing 450-degreeC is set to 1 ppm, d2 in the heat deterioration 
judging map of the temperature region containing 550-degreeC is set to 2 ppm, and d2 in the heat 
deterioration judging map of the temperature region containing 700-degreeC is set to 5 ppm. 
[0083] Next, with reference to drawing 7 , the SOx absorbent regeneration running routine in the gestalt of 
this operation is explained. The flow chart which consists of each step which constitutes this routine is 
memorized to ROM32 of ECU30, and all processings in each step of a flow chart are performed by CPU34 
of ECU30. In addition, this regeneration running routine is performed for every predetermined time. 
[0084] <Step 101> First, in step 101, ECU30 computes the amount of SOx(es) absorbed by the SOx 
absorbent 1 7 from the operational status of the current engine 1 , and integrates the SOx absorbed amount 
absorbed by the SOx absorbent 17 by current after SOx absorbent regeneration. 

[0085] <Step 102>, next ECU30 progress to step 102, and judge whether it is the playback stage of the SOx 
absorbent 17. That is, it judges with ECU30 being the playback stage of the SOx absorbent 17, when the 
SOx absorbed amount computed at step 102 has reached the SOx absorption capacity which is a criterion, 
progresses to step 103, it judges with it not being a playback stage when the SOx absorbed amount 
computed at step 101 has not reached SOx absorption capacity, and progresses to a return. 
[0086] In <step 103> step 103, ECU30 performs SOx absorbent playback control. That is, ECU30 performs 
temperature control so that exhaust gas temperature may become beyond SOx emission temperature, it 
performs Air Fuel Ratio Control so that the air- fuel ratio of exhaust gas may serve as predetermined 
SUTOIKI or the Ricci conditions, and it performs change control of the exhaust air selector valve 28 so that 
playback exhaust air may flow to a by-path pipe 26. 

[0087] And ECU30 changes the exhaust air selector valve 28 so that exhaust gas may flow for the NOx 
catalyst 20, and progresses to step 104 while it ends SOx absorbent playback control and shifts Air Fuel 
Ratio Control of exhaust gas to the Lean Ricci Spike control, when predetermined time activation of the 
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SOx absorbent playback control is carried out. 

[0088] In step 104, the <step> 104 ECU detects SOx absorbent temperature with a temperature sensor 23 
while detecting the peak value of the appearance gas SOx concentration at the time of 1st Ricci Spike 
immediately after SOx absorbent playback by the SOx sensor 24. [ 30 ] 

[0089] <Step 105>, next ECU30 progress to step 105, and judge whether it is necessary to change the SOx 
absorption capacity used as the criterion of being the playback stage of the SOx absorbent 17. If it explains 
in full detail, ECU30 will judge [ which detected at step 104 ] in which level it comes out and the condition 
of the heat deterioration of the current SOx absorbent 17 is based on the peak value of gas SOx 
concentration with reference to the heat deterioration judging map of the temperature region applicable to 
the SOx absorbent temperature detected at step 104. Furthermore, the level of the heat deterioration of the 
present SOx absorbent 1 7 judges whether it has changed with the level of the heat deterioration judged after 
the last SOx absorbent playback. 

[0090] And when the level of heat deterioration has not changed by this time and last time, in step 105, it 
judges with having no need of changing SOx absorption capacity, and progresses to a return. 
[0091] <Step 106> When having changed with the level of the heat deterioration the level of the heat 
deterioration judged this time was judged last time on the other hand to be, it judges with it being necessary 
to change SOx absorption capacity, and progresses to step 106, and ECU30 changes SOx absorption 
capacity into the SOx absorption capacity corresponding to the level of the heat deterioration judged this 
time, and progresses to a return. That is, when the level of heat deterioration goes up, SOx absorption 
capacity is made small. Consequently, when performing this routine next time, in step 102, it will be judged 
by making SOx absorption capacity after modification into a criterion whether it is the playback stage of the 
SOx absorbent 17. By this, when the condition of the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17 advances, 
the playback frequency of the SOx absorbent 17 will increase. 

[0092] The part which can call the part which performs step 1 05 among a series of signal processing by 
ECU30 in the gestalt of this operation a degradation judging means to judge the condition of degradation of 
the SOx absorbent 17, and performs step 106 can be called playback frequency modification means to 
change the playback frequency of the SOx absorbent 17. 

[0093] Thus, according to the gestalt of this operation, since the playback frequency of the SOx absorbent 
17 is changed according to the condition of the heat deterioration of the SOx absorbent 17, playback of the 
SOx absorbent 17 comes to be performed at a proper stage, and it can prevent certainly that the NOx catalyst 
20 carries out SOx poisoning. Consequently, the rate of NOx purification of the NOx catalyst 20 is 
maintainable in the always high condition. 

[0094] Gestalt] of operation of others [ [ ] Although the example applied to the gasoline engine explained 
this invention with the gestalt of operation mentioned above, of course, this invention is applicable to a 
diesel power plant. Since it is carried out in the Lean region farther [ combustion in a combustion chamber ] 
than SUTOIKI in the case of a diesel power plant, the air- fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which flows into the 
SOx absorbent 17 and the NOx catalyst 20 in the usual engine operational status is very Lean, and although 
absorption of SOx and NOx is performed, emission of SOx and NOx is hardly performed. 
[0095] Moreover, the air- fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which flows into the SOx absorbent 17 and the NOx 
catalyst 20 by making into SUTOIKI or Ricci gaseous mixture supplied to a combustion chamber 3 as 
mentioned above in the case of the gasoline engine is made into SUTOIKI or Ricci. In the case of a diesel 
power plant, although SOx and NOx which are absorbed by the SOx absorbent 17 and the NOx catalyst 20 
can be made to emit, if gaseous mixture supplied to a combustion chamber is made into SUTOIKI or Ricci, 
in the case of combustion, there can be the problem of soot being generated and cannot adopt. 
[0096] Therefore, in order to make the air-fuel ratio of the flowing exhaust gas into SUTOIKI or Ricci, and 
to obtain an engine output, it is necessary when applying this invention to a diesel power plant, to supply a 
reducing agent (for example, gas oil which is a fuel) into exhaust gas apart from burning a fuel. Also by 
setting like an intake stroke, an expansion stroke, or an exhaust air line, and subinjecting a fuel in a gas 
column, supply of the reducing agent to exhaust gas is possible, or possible also by supplying a reducing 
agent in the flueway of the upstream of the SOx absorbent 17. 

[0097] In addition, even if it is a diesel power plant, when it has exhaust-gas-recirculation equipment (the 
so-called EGR equipment), it is possible by introducing exhaust-gas-recirculation gas into a combustion 
chamber so much to make the air- fuel ratio of exhaust gas into SUTOIKI or Ricci. 
[0098] 

[Effect of the Invention] The SOx absorbent which emits SOx absorbed when the oxygen density of the 
exhaust gas which according to the exhaust emission control device of the internal combustion engine 
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concerning this invention absorbs SOx and flows when the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which is 
arranged in the flueway of the internal combustion engine in which (b) lean combustion is possible, and 
flows is Lean was low, (b) The NOx absorbent which emits NOx absorbed when the oxygen density of the 
exhaust gas which absorbs NOx and flows when the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas which is arranged in 
said down-stream flueway and flows rather than said SOx absorbent is Lean was low, An exhaust air Air 
Fuel Ratio Control means to control the air- fuel ratio of exhaust gas that absorption and emission of NOx in 
said NOx absorbent should be controlled, (Ha) (d) A playback means to reduce the oxygen density of 
exhaust gas in order to make SOx emit from said SOx absorbent and to reproduce a SOx absorbent, (e) A 
SOx concentration detection means to detect the SOx concentration of the exhaust gas in the lower stream of 
a river of said SOx absorbent when controlling the air- fuel ratio of exhaust gas by said exhaust air Air Fuel 
Ratio Control means to SUTOIKI or Ricci, (**) A degradation judging means to judge the condition of 
degradation of said SOx absorbent based on the SOx concentration of the exhaust gas detected with said • 
SOx concentration detection means, (g) by having a playback frequency modification means to change the 
playback frequency of the SOx absorbent by said playback means according to the condition of degradation 
of the SOx absorbent judged by said degradation judging means The outstanding effectiveness that it can 
prevent certainly is done [ that can perform playback of a SOx absorbent now at a proper stage, 
consequently an NOx absorbent carries out SOx poisoning, and ] so. 

[0099] Moreover, in the exhaust emission control device of said internal combustion engine concerning this 
invention, when the degradation judging of the SOx absorbent by said degradation judging means is made to 
be performed at a stage near immediately after playback termination of a SOx absorbent, it is effective in the 
ability to raise the judgment precision of the degradation condition of a SOx absorbent. 
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